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Hindus in the 
Diaspora

• According to a statistical study, there are an 
estimated 100 million Hindus who live 
outside of India.

• This includes countries like Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
the United States, Malaysia, United Kingdom, 
Myanmar, Australia, Mauritius, South Africa, 
Canada, and the United Arab Emirates.

• There are also significant numbers of Hindu 
enclaves around the world, with many in 
South Africa, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 3 

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 4 
Distribution of 
Hindus by 
Region, 2010
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Resources for Diaspora Hindus
• Numerous temples e.g. Ganesh Temple in Queens NYC, USA

• Organisations e.g. The Hindu Council of Australia

• Festivals

• Spiritual leaders

• Movements e.g. ISKON

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 7 

Worship among 
Diaspora Hindus
• Home Worship

• Temples

• Festivals

• Syncretism
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Hindus inUSA
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Largest Hindu temple outside India…New 
Jersey, USA
Avani Patel was visiting from Atlanta with her husband and their two children, ages 11 and 
15. She knelt inside the temple and marveled at the ornate ceiling, her hands folded in 
prayer.

• “It’s jaw dropping, mind blowing,” she said. “You can see divinity radiating through it all.”

• Patel said she and her husband, Pritesh, were among the volunteers who gave their time 
to create the complex, and she is proud to be a part of an organization that would build 
such a resource to pass on these values to posterity.

• Trivedi (a Hindu scholar) said he does not view the temple “just as a Hindu place of 
worship.”

• “It’s not even just Indian or Indian American,” he said, adding that the temple stands for 
universal values that can be found in every religious text and in the hearts and minds of 
great thinkers and leaders of every era.

• “What we’ve tried to do is express these universal values in a way that relate to all 
visitors.”
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• It took a combined total of about 4.7 million hours of work by artisans 
and volunteers to hand-carve about 2 million cubic feet of stone. The 
four varieties of marble from Italy and limestone from Bulgaria 
traveled first to India and then over 8,000 miles across the world to 
New Jersey.

• They were then fitted together like a giant jigsaw to create what is 
now touted as the largest Hindu temple outside India to be built in 
the modern era, standing on a 126-acre tract. 
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US Presidential 
Candidate is Hindu
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The Role of Bollywood

Cultural Identity: Bollywood is one of the main sources of independent, modern Indian imagery. The songs, dialogues, 
and language of the Hindi film industry influence ideas of family and nation far more than any avant-garde art, 
literature, or politics.

Religious Practices: Bollywood movies often depict religious practices and rituals, thereby helping diasporic Hindus stay 
connected to their religious roots.

National Identity: Bollywood movies have played a key role in influencing the common imagination of Indians, 
particularly the masses. They depict India's shifting relationship with the world economy through images of a hybrid 
relation between the national and global.

Diaspora Representation: Since the liberalization of the 1990s, an increasing number of Indians had traveled abroad, 
often to visit their overseas family; this diaspora had come to represent an important part of the market for Mumbai 
film producers.

The expatriate Indian or the Non-Resident Indian (NRI) man was now seen as a representative of modern India —
educated, suave, fluent English speaker, successful, global, and at the same time, in touch with his Indian roots and 
values.
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Modi tries to 
influence 
Bollywood

In the lead-up to a national election next year, in 
which Modi hopes to win a third term, several 
films are currently in production which 
are accused of promoting his agenda, according to 
Ira Bhaskar, a retired professor of cinema studies 
at Jawaharlal Nehru University.
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