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Is Hinduism 

seeking 

converts?
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• Hinduism is generally considered a non-proselytising

faith. It is often associated with the concept of Sanatana 

Dharma, which is seen as a universal order or way of life.

• However, there have been instances of proselytisation

within certain Hindu reform movements.
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Hinduism is a complex and diverse 
religion with numerous schools, each 

with its own beliefs, practices, and 
traditions. Here are some of the 
significant sects within Hinduism 

today:

Shaivism: This 
school worships Lord 

Shiva as supreme 
God. Shiva is the be 

all and end all

Vaishnavism: 
Vaishnavites worship 

Lord Vishnu as the 
Supreme Being. Ten 

incarnations??

Shaktism: This school 
worships Shakti or the 

female aspect of 
divine energy

Smartism: This school 
follows the Vedas and 
recognises six forms of 

god as manifestations of 
the supreme reality
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Various views on conversion

The example of Judaism

There are many schools within Hinduism, and many different answers to this 

question.

1. You cannot become a Hindu, a Hindu is born into a Hindu family

2. All you need to do to become a Hindu is to proclaim that you are one.
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Satguru Sivaya 
Subramuniyaswami:
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•The Nandinatha Sampradaya practice a method 
of accepting new members that was devised by 
Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswami

• . This process is described in his book : How to 
become a better Hindu.

•
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The Nandinatha Sampradaya 

• This process involves studying the Himalayan Academy Master Course.

• .This gives the potential convertee a grounding in Hinduism in general and the Saivite teachings of 
the Nandinatha Sampradaya in particular.

• The first year of study can be undertaken without any expressed desire to join the sampradaya, but 
to continue into the second year the potential candidate has to fill in a form that includes their 
reasons for conversion. The application will be considered by the Satguru.

• If a potential convert is accepted, they begin the stages of conversion (they will probably have 
started some already); mixing and worshipping with an established Hindu community, studying the 
differences between their previous religion (if any) and Hinduism, disengaging from previous 
beliefs, adopting a Hindu name, a naming ceremony, and finally announcement of the conversion.
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Also note the difference in “Gharvasi”

• The Gharvasi or Griha Pravesh is a traditional Hindu ceremony performed 

when entering a new home for the first time.

• It is considered an auspicious occasion that brings good fortune. The 

ceremony usually involves a puja (ritual worship) conducted on an 

auspicious date and time to mark the entry into the new home. The rituals 

aim to purify the dwelling and invoke divine blessings.
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