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Unveiling the Vedas
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Four Vedas
: Yajur
Rig Veda Veda
Veda
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Each of the Four Vedas contain
4 internal blocks

* Aranyaka
* Brahmana
+ Samhita
* Upanishad
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The Four Vedas have 6 external blocks

Siksha Vyakarana | Chhandas

Niruktha [ Joythishya

Each of the four Vedas branches out to four
aspects of education

Ayurveda: Medicine & Life Sciences

Gaan rveda: Music, Art & Dance

Dhanurveda: Archery & Warfare
Arthashastra: Business administration

Interpreting the Vedas

The Vedas do not reveal themselves directly. They unfold their mysteries only to

those who are ready to think beyond the literal meaning presented in their words.

This is known in Sanskrit as 'Paroksha’, or the implied meaning, which is presented

indirectly, rather than as a direct understanding. The following are the reasons

given generally for not being able to correctly understand the Vedas:

* Sentences in the Vedas sometimes present an unclear meaning which creates
doubts rather than resolve them.

+ Often, they seem to contain absurdities which carry no meaning whatsoever.

« There are mutually contradictory statements in the Vedas.
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Interpreting the Vedas

+ Objection : There is a mantra in the Rig Veda which says:
'During creation of the world, God was perhaps under, or perhaps above.' (10.129.5)

* What kind of doubtful message is this mantra propounding?
Resolution : The mantra in question does not intend to create confusion or doubt. Rather, it wishes to
point out the extremely subtle nature of the Creator of the World, the Supreme God, who cannot be
known with any certainty by those who are devoid of a guru and a traditional knowledge of the
iptures. While this mantra speaks metaphorically, the very next mantra spells this out clearly:

* 'Who can say where this world has come from? Who knows this clearly?' (Rig Veda 10.129.6)

The answer is provided in various Upanishads:
‘It far, and also near. Far for those who are ignorant, and exceedingly near for those know God to be
their own Self” (Isha Upanishad 5)

‘God is far for worldly ignorant people. However, for men of wisdom, God is near.’ (Mundaka
Upanishad 3.1.7)
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Interpreting the Vedas

+ Objection : The Veda (Taittriya Samhita) says: 'O Grass protect him' (1.2.1.1)
'0 Razor do not hurt him." (1.2.1.1)
+ 0 Stone which presses the Soma plant, listen to me." (1.3.13.1)

In all these mantras, various nonliving and insentient objects are addressed as if they possess
consciousness to understand what we say. How can a tuft of grass, incapable of protecting its own self
protect anybody? How can a sane person address a plant, or call out to a piece of stone to hear what he
is saying? Is it not absurd to confuse insentient objects with sentient ones? Is it not misleading like
saying that there are two moons?

Resolution : The Vedas emphasize that everything in this world has a sentient deity identifying itself
with that particular object. This is an expression of immanence of divinity. It is these presiding deiti
(Abhimani devata) of the individual objects which are addressed to using the names of the particular
objects, and not the insentient (achetan) objects themselves. The same principle is emphasized in
the Bhrama Sutras the supreme text of Indian philosophy which says:

"The reference is to the presiding deities’ (Abhimani vyapadeshah tu) (Brahma Sutras 2.1.5)
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Interpreting Vedas

Yajurveda (Tattriy

“There s only one Rudra, and not a second.’(1.8.6.1) At another place it There are thousands and thousands of Rudras on this earth
(45111)
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