¥ SHERIDAN

INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

4

Unit Outline

Unit Name

Christianity as a Worldview

Unit weighting

Unit credit points: 3

Pre-requisite or co-requisite

CS200

Delivery mode

Face to face on site Full-time or part-time

Location

Sheridan
18/7 Aberdeen St, Piccadilly Square West, Perth WA 6000

Student Workload

Timetabled: 36 hours (3 hours per week over 12 teaching
weeks)

Personal Study: 114 hours (7 hours per week over 12 teaching
weeks + 10 hours per week over the 3 non-teaching weeks)

Total workload: 150 hours (10 hours per week over 15 weeks)

Academic writing support is available if needed

Prescribed Textbook(s)

Sire, J. W. (2020). The universe next door: A basic worldview
catalog. (6™ ed.). InterVarsity Press. (pp. 1-34, 55-83, 134-155,
234-267).

Other resource requirements

Access to the Learning Management System Canvas
canvas.sheridan.edu.au

Work-integrated learning

activity Not applicable
Timetabled day and time | Wednesday 1:00 to 3:55 pm Room | Room 5 (Ruby)
Unit Coordinator | Dr David Graieg Phone: | 6222-4222

Email

dgraieg@sheridan.edu.au
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Welcome to Christianity as a Worldview. This unit introduces you to worldview analysis, which is a
philosophical framework for evaluating Christianity and other meta-narratives. A worldview is essentially a
comprehensive ‘picture’ of the world based on certain fundamental assumptions about the nature of
reality.

Worldview analysis argues that what we perceive in everyday life is always filtered through some
worldview. Yet we often remain unaware of the assumptions that define our worldview. This unit will
encourage critical interaction between the Christian worldview and your own worldview as you learn to
examine the Christian tradition from the standpoint of worldview analysis and to identify and scrutinise
the assumptions of your own worldview.

We will describe the worldview concept and its Llimitations, asking whether and in what sense Christianity
can be usefully described as a worldview. To help you better understand what a worldview is, some
influential alternatives to the Christian worldview will also be discussed. Lastly, attention will be given
to the relationship between the Christian worldview and selected academic disciplines.

Upon successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

A. Describe the nature of a worldview.

B. Identify major criticisms of worldview analysis.

C. Define the fundamental elements of the Christian worldview.

D. Compare the leading features of the Christian worldview with those of other influential
worldviews.
Explain how the Christian worldview applies to academic disciplines other than theology.
Explore the implications of your own worldview for their future professional lives.

mm

Sheridan graduates will be ...
1. Lovers of truth

2. Seekers of wisdom

3. Innovative thinkers

4. Effective communicators

5. Independent learners

6. Servant leaders
Assessment Type Value Due Date Learning Graduate Attributes

Outcomes (LOs) (GAs) Addressed
Assessed

1. Weekly Reading Review | 30% Weeks 3-6 A, B,C,D,EF 1,2,3,45,6
2. Reflective Essay 35% Week 11 A CD,F 1,2,3,4,5,6
3. Final Exam 35% Week 15 A, B,C,D,E 1,2,3,4,5

NB: You must submit all assessments in order to satisfy the unit requirements.
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Students are required to write a review of the assigned readings from weeks 3 to 6 (i.e., four different
reviews). Each review should be about 650 words. Each reading review is worth 7.5%, making a total of
30% of the final grade.

The review should 1) summarise the main point(s) of the reading and 2) evaluate whether you think the
author(s) is correct in their presentation of the subject matter, outlining why you think this is the case
(or you may provide your assessment of the main points of the reading).

As an option, a student may choose to review the chapter in a short (about 5-10-minute) presentation
during the class. If so, the student will be graded on their oral presentation of the material instead of
submitting a written paper on the subject. However, only two students may do this per chapter;

consequently, you must confirm with the lecturer if you wish to do this prior to the class.

Assessment Type

Criteria /Grade

High
Distinction
(80-100%)

Distinction
(70-79%)

Credit
(60-69%)

Pass
(50-59%)

Fail
(0-49%)

Identification of the Main

Fully grasps all of

Sound grasp of

Grasps many of the

Has begun to

Has not grasped

[40]

pronounced ability
to analyse all of
the issues in this
reading

pronounced ability

to analyse most of

the issues in this
reading

ability to analyse
many of the issues
in this reading

engagement with
some issues in this
reading

Points Presented by the the main issues in most of the main issues in this grasp the issues in | the issues in this
Reading [40] this reading issues in this reading this reading reading
reading
Analysis of the Issues Demonstrates a Demonstrates a Demonstrates Demonstrates No analysis or

engagement of
the issues

Composition [20]

Consistently uses
correct grammar
with rare
misspellings

Few grammatical
or spelling errors
are noted in the

paper

Some grammatical
or spelling errors
are evidenced in

the paper

Many errors in
spelling and
grammar
evidenced in the

paper

Poor spelling and
grammar
characterise the
work
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Students will write a reflective essay of approximately 1300-1500 words discussing two things:

1) The extent to which a Christian worldview is relevant to their professional life (e.g., education,

business, science, health care, entertainment, food service, customer service, etc.).

2) Also, how encountering the Christian worldview has altered your actual worldview.

(Your response may include articulating reasons to reject the application of a Christian worldview to this

field of work or your life).

Assessment Type
Criteria /Grade Dislt-il:19crt‘ion Distinction Credit Pass Fail
0, 0, 0, 0,
(80-100%) (70-79%) (60-69%) (50-59%) (0-49%)
Accurate representation Fully grasps all the Sound grasp of Grasps many of the Has begun to Has not grasped
of the Christian details of the most of the main issues of the grasp the issues of | the issues of the
worldview [10] Christian issues of the Christian the Christian Christian
worldview Christian worldview worldview worldview
worldview
Analysis of the relevance Demonstrates a Demonstrates a Demonstrates Demonstrates No analysis or
of the Christian pronounced ability | pronounced ability ability to analyse engagement with engagement of
worldview to their to analyse all to analyse most of many of the some issues of the the Christian
profession [40] relevant elements the relevant elements of the Christian worldview for his
of the Christian elements of the Christian worldview for his or her field
worldview for his Christian worldview for his or her field
or her field worldview for his or her field
or her field
How encountering the Demonstrates a Demonstrates a Demonstrates Demonstrates No analysis or
Christian Worldview has pronounced ability | pronounced ability ability to analyse engagement with engagement of
altered their worldview to analyse how to analyse most of many of the some issues of how their
[30] their worldview how their elements of how how their worldview has
has altered worldview has their worldview worldview has altered
altered has altered altered

Composition [20]

Consistently uses
correct grammar
with rare
misspellings

Few grammatical
or spelling errors
are noted in the

paper

Some grammatical
or spelling errors
are evidenced in

the paper

Many errors in
spelling and
grammar
evidenced in the

paper

Poor spelling and
grammar
characterise the
work

Students will sit a 2-hour final examination consisting of short answer questions.
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Weekly Schedule of Topics

CS300 Christianity as a Worldview

Sire, J. W. (2020). The universe next door: A basic worldview catalog. (6™ ed.). InterVarsity Press. (pp. 1-34,
55-83,134-155, 234-267).

WEEK TOPICS PRESCRIBED READINGS ASSESSMENTS
Welcome, Unit Outline.
1 Introduction to Worldview
Analysis
5 Worldview Analysis Continued Sire, 2020, Universe Next
and the Christian worldview Door, chp 1, Introduction.
The Christian worldview Sire, 2020, Universe Next Weekly Reading
3 Continued Door, chp 2, Christian Review 1
Theism.
The Naturalist Worldview Sire, 2020, Universe Next Weekly Reading
4 . .
Door, chp 4, Naturalism. Review 2
The Islamic Worldview Sire, 2020, Universe Next Weekly Reading
5 .
Door, chp 10, Islam. Review 3
6 The Pantheistic Worldview: Sire, 2020, Universe Next Weekly Reading
Buddhism and Hinduism Door, chp 7, Pantheism. Review 4
7 Mid-semester Study Week
Feminism and Consumerism Smart, 2016, A Spectator’s
8 Guide to Worldviews:
chapter 7 or 10.
Business and Work Wong, 2011, Business for
the Common Good,
Introduction starting on
9 “Assumptions, Approach
and Aim,” pages 27 -38,
and chapters 1 and 2
(pages 39-91).
History, Education, Science, Goheen & Bartholomew,
Social Science, Management, Living at the crossroads,
Geography, Accounting, or chap. 9.
10 . . .
Financial Planning.
[Work on Reflective Essay in
class]
Politics and Speech. Reflective Essay
11 Premodernism, Modernism, and
Postmodernism.
12 Relating to Culture
13 Review
14 Exam Study Week
15 Exam week Final Examination
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