Politics and Speech

Biblical Principles Concerning Government
1. Governments should punish evil and encourage good
2. God is sovereign over all nations
3. Governments should serve the people and seek the good of the people, not the rulers
4. Citizens should obey the government (except in certain circumstances)
5. Governments should safeguard human liberty
Wayne Grudem, Politics According the Bible: A Comprehensive Resources for Understanding Modern Political Issues in Light of Scripture. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010. 

Some Bible passages on citizenship
· Mark 12:17; Matt 22:21; Luke 20:25 Render to Caesar
· 1 John 2:15 Do not love the world
· Rev 18:4 Come out of her [Babylon]
· Jer 29:7 Seek the peace and prosperity of the city
· Rom 12:2 Do not conform but be transformed
· Rom 13:1-7 Submit to governing Authorities
· 1 Pet 2:13 Be subject to every human institution
· Acts 4:19; 5:29 Obey God not men
· John 17: 14-15 In the world but not of the world
· 1 Tim 2:1-4 Pray for kings and those in authority 
· John 18:36 My kingdom is not of this world
· Dan 3:17-18 Even if we die, we won’t serve your gods
· Isa 45:1 Cyrus is the LORD’s anointed
· 2 Chron 36:22-23 Cyrus (fulfillment)
· Dan 9:2-3 Daniel prays based on Jeremiah
· 1 Kings 15:1-5 God’s faithfulness to a kingdom
· Matt 5:13-14 let your light shine
· 1 Sam 8 – the king will make you serve him
· Eph 2:19; Phil 3:20 citizens of heaven

Freedom of Speech
· Definition: being allowed to express oneself within limits 

Basis of Freedom of Speech
A. To prevent the abuse of power by the government.
B. To enable government to be chosen by the people.
C. To protect human liberty.
D. To protect religious speech.
E. To protect the ability of individuals to think and decide issues for themselves.
Wayne Grudem, Politics According the Bible: A Comprehensive Resources for Understanding Modern Political Issues in Light of Scripture. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010. 

An Argument for Free Speech
· The statement “no one should be allowed to express themselves” is self-refuting. 
· Hence, the opposite follows – people should be able to express themselves in a way that does not stop others from being able to do likewise.

Restrictions on Speech
1. Defamation – false statements that harm the reputation of a person.
2. Incitement to riot – i.e., shouting fire in a public place.
3. Obscenity – speech which is offensive to accepted standards of decency or modesty.
4. Basically, anything that is harmful to oneself or society.

Restricted Places
a) Often there will be places in which freedom of speech in certain regards is increased or decreased. For instance, in a church freedom of religious speech maybe unlimited, but maybe at a public fair religious proselytizing maybe be confined to booths.
b) A speaker’s corner in which one must first register.
c) Ratings on movies.

What Rights Do Humans Have?
· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (made after WWII).
· Preamble
· Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in the world, 
· Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people.
https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html

Articles (30)
·  1) All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.
· 2) Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty.

Types of Rights
· A natural right – one possessed in virtue of one’s nature. Rights possessed in virtue of being human.
· Covenant rights – rights that we agree upon and grant to each other. Legal rights can be lost if you break some of the contract.

Worldviews: Grounding
	Question
	Atheism
	Pantheism
	Theism

	3. What is the basis of human dignity?
	Ultimately nothing. Relatively, social convention.
	Nothing. Man’s uniqueness separates him from oneness with God.
	Man is made in the image of God and exists for personal relationship with God.

	6. What is the basis of ethics, morals, and values?
	-Ultimately nothing.
-Relatively, evolutionary conditioning.
	Ultimately Nothing.
Relatively, the laws of karma.
	God’s nature is the good and is revealed Scripture and conscience.



Freedom of Religion: A Bible passage
· Matt 22:21 “Then give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” (NET)

