Social Science

Reading
· Chiareli, A. A. (2002). “Christian Worldview and the Social Sciences.” In D. S. Dockery, & G. A. Thornbury (Eds.), Shaping a Christian Worldview: The Foundations of Christian Higher Education, 240–263. Nashville, TN: B&H. [23 pages]

Definition
· “Social science, any discipline or branch of science that deals with human behaviour in its social and cultural aspects. The social sciences include cultural (or social) anthropology, sociology, social psychology, political science, and economics.” https://www.britannica.com/topic/social-science
· What is Social Science? Oct 10, 2014. Sheffield Methods Institute https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-g3dYJ2RSw 2:33mins

Does a Christian perspective help?
· “I contend that considering God's perspective in the human equation improves our ability to understand our social behavior, for we are no longer bound only to the search for explanations from the illusive rules of natural law. Nor are we subject to the inadequacies of the postulates about humanity, which are derived from cross-species comparative studies. Instead, a new paradigm emerges” (Chiareli, (2002). “Christian Worldview and the Social Sciences,” 244).

Some Presuppositions of Science
1. “The existence of a theory-independent, external world
2. The orderly nature of the external world;
3. The knowability of the external world
4. The existence of truth;
5. The laws of logic;
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]The reliability of our cognitive and sensory faculties to serve as truth gatherers and as a source of justified beliefs in our intellectual environment;
7. The adequacy of language to describe the world;
8. The existence of values used in science (e.g., "test theories fairly and report test results honestly"); 
9. The uniformity of nature and induction;
10. The existence of numbers.” Craig and Moreland, Philosophical Foundations, 348.

Some Values for Social Science
1. Moral values: love, compassion
2. Honesty 
3. The worth of all individuals 
· Which worldviews best fits such values?

Spheres of Life?
· Should/can religion be compartmentalized to one’s private life?

Should Society be Secular?
a) Secularism can mean the complete removal of God and religion from the public sphere.
b) Or a low level of religious belief of the population even if the state supports religion.
c) Or pluralism: secularism, or religious belief are options for both the state and its people. “Religion is not removed from the public sphere; rather it is just once voice among many, include those with no religion.” Renae Barker “Is Australia a secular country? It depends what you mean” The Conversation. May 14, 2015 1.14pm AEST http://theconversation.com/is-australia-a-secular-country-it-depends-what-you-mean-38222
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Are all truth claims equally true?
· “There is no truth”
· Does it depend on the discipline? i.e. 1+1=2, or is it true that chocolate tastes better than strawberry, or morally it is wrong to murder…
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