Education and Teaching

Reading
· Rosebrough, T. R. (2002). “Christian Worldview and Teaching.” In D. S. Dockery, & G. A. Thornbury, Shaping a Christian Worldview: The Foundations of Christian Higher Education, 280–297. Nashville, TN: B&H. [17 pages]

A Definition 
1. “the act or process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge, developing the powers of reasoning and judgment, and generally of preparing oneself or others intellectually for mature life.” https://www.dictionary.com/browse/education?s=t
2. Etymology: “1530s, "child-rearing," also "the training of animals," from Middle French education (14c.) and directly from Latin educationem (nominative educatio) "a rearing, training," noun of action from past-participle stem of educare (see educate). Originally of instruction in social codes and manners; meaning "systematic schooling and training for work" is from 1610s. https://www.etymonline.com/search?q=education

What's Education For? And Problems with the System
1. “The aim of education is to prepare children for the challenges of adult life” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HndV87XpkWg
Six Problems with our School System. Dec 15, 2016. Next School https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okpg-lVWLbE
1. Industrial age values
2. Lack of autonomy 
3. Inauthentic learning 
4. No room for passion
5. Difference in how we learn
6. Lecturing

What Is the Christian Philosophy of Education? Published On:  September 24, 2018 https://online.mc.edu/articles/education/christian-philosophy-of-education.aspx
1. Curriculum
2. Character building
3. Practical living
A Biblical Perspectives on Education. Rolf Jacobson 07/01/2004 https://www.elca.org/JLE/Articles/744
1. Concern for the Common Good
2. The Wisdom Literature
3. A Culture of Respect and Honor

10 Traits of Impactful Christian Teachers
1. Have a strong sense of mission
2. Strive for excellence (but not perfectionism)
3. Love our students
4. Teach for the heart (not just outward behavior)
5. Be humble and real
6. Encourage and edify those around us
7. Develop a strong relationship with God
8. Seek wisdom and truth by thinking Biblically
9. Trust God and not be afraid
10. Evidence the fruit of the Spirit

Sheridan College https://sheridan.edu.au/index.php/home/vision
Core Purpose
· To offer higher education to those who are seeking to live an extraordinary life. To this end, the college will inspire its students to love truth, seek wisdom, embrace innovation and be instruments of peace in the world.

Sheridan College Graduate Attributes
1. Lovers of Truth
2. Seekers of Wisdom
3. Innovative Thinkers
4. Effective Communicators
5. Independent Learners
6. Servant Leaders

Sheridan College (Name)
The name “Sheridan” is derived from the Celtic “sirideán”, which means “seeker” or “searcher”, and is frequently used in the context of seeking truth or wisdom. The faculty are dedicated to advancing their students' understanding of the body of knowledge and professional practice in their respective disciplines, and to equipping  students with the research skills to advance that knowledge for the benefit of the wider community.

Moreland, J. P.; Craig, William Lane. Philosophical Foundations for a Christian Worldview 
“Study is itself a spiritual discipline, and the very act of study can change the self. One who undergoes the discipline of study lives through certain types of experiences where certain skills are developed through habitual study: framing an issue, solving problems, learning how to weigh evidence and eliminate irrelevant factors, cultivating the ability to see important distinctions instead of blurring them, and so on. The discipline of study also aids in the development of certain virtues and values; for example, a desire for the truth, honesty with data, an openness to criticism, self-reflection, and an ability to get along nondefensively with those who differ with us.” (Kindle Locations 611-615).


Do any of the worldviews provide a foundation for such principles?
1. “The purpose of education has always been to help people become smart and help people become good.” Rosebrough, (2002), “Christian Worldview and Teaching,” 288.
2. Page: 289, “One could argue that education has two major goals, academic (the three Rs [reading, writing and arithmetic]) and social (the three Cs—character, cooperation, courage).

Seven Principles for Good Practice in Undergraduate Education
1. Encourage contact between students and faculty
2. Develop reciprocity and cooperation among students
3. Encourage active learning
4. Give prompt feedback
5. Emphasize time on task
6. Communicate high expectations
7. Respect diverse talents and ways of learning
“Seven Principles for Good Practice in Undergraduate Education.” The University of Tennessee https://www.utc.edu/walker-center-teaching-learning/teaching-resources/7-principles.php

Practice principles for excellence in teaching and learning
1. High expectations for every student promote intellectual engagement and self-awareness
2. A supportive and productive learning environment promotes inclusion and collaboration
3. Student voice, agency and leadership empower students and build school pride
4. Curriculum planning and implementation engages and challenges all students
5. Deep learning challenges students to construct and apply new knowledge
6. Rigorous assessment practices and feedback inform teaching and learning
7. Evidence-based strategies drive professional practice improvement
8. Global citizenship is fostered through real world contexts for learning
9. Partnerships with parents and carers enhance student learning
“Practice principles for excellence in teaching and learning.” Victoria State Government. https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/improve/Pages/principlesexcellence.aspx

Principles of Teaching, Learning and Assessment
1. Learning experiences should enable students to observe and practise the actual processes, products, skills and values that are expected of them.
2. Learning experiences should connect with students' existing knowledge, skills and values while extending and challenging their current ways of thinking and acting.
3. Learning experiences should encourage both action and reflection on the part of the student.
4. Learning experiences should be motivating and their purpose clear to the student.
5. Learning experiences should respect and accommodate differences between learners.
6. Learning experiences should encourage students to learn both independently and from and with others.
7. The school and classroom setting should be safe and conducive to effective learning.
“Principles of Teaching, Learning and Assessment.” Government of western Australia, school curriculum and standards authority https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/principles/guiding-principles/teaching-learning-and-assessment-principles

World Declaration on Education for All 
ARTICLE I MEETING BASIC LEARNING NEEDS
1. Every one- child, youth and adult shall be able to benefit from educational opportunities designed to meet their basic needs. These comprise essential learning tools, oral expression, numeracy and problem solving as well as basic learning contents such as knowledge, skills, values and attitudes, required for survival of mankind.
2. The satisfaction of these needs empower individuals in any society and confer a responsibility to respect and build upon their heritage, to promote education of others, to further the cause of social justice, to achieve environmental protection, to be tolerant towards social political and religious systems, which differ from their own and to work for international peace and solidarity.
3. Another and less fundamental aim of educational development is the transmission and enrichment of common cultural and moral values. It is in these values that individuals find their identity.
4. Basic education is more than an end in itself. It is the foundation for lifelong learning and human development on which countries may build systematically further levels and types of education and training.
”World Declaration on Education for All and Framework for Action to Meet Basic Learning Needs. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 1990. https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000127583


Some Passages from the Bible on Teaching

Gen 1:26 NET2
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, after our likeness, so they may rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move on the earth.”
NET2 note:  ”The “image of God” would be the God-given mental and spiritual capacities that enable people to relate to God and to serve him by ruling over the created order as his earthly vice-regents.”

Gen 2:15–17 NET2
15 The Lord God took the man and placed him in the orchard in Eden to care for it and to maintain it. 16 Then the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat fruit from every tree of the orchard, 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will surely die.”

Exo 4:12,15 NET2
12 So now go, and I will be with your mouth and will teach you what you must say.”
15 “So you are to speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And as for me, I will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you both what you must do.

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 NET2
1 Now these are the commandments, statutes, and ordinances that the Lord your God instructed me to teach you so that you may carry them out in the land where you are headed 2 and that you may so revere the Lord your God that you will keep all his statutes and commandments that I am giving you—you, your children, and your grandchildren—all your lives, to prolong your days. 3 Pay attention, Israel, and be careful to do this so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in number—as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, said to you, you will have a land flowing with milk and honey.
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 5 You must love the Lord your God with your whole mind, your whole being, and all your strength.
6 These words I am commanding you today must be kept in mind, 7 and you must teach them to your children and speak of them as you sit in your house, as you walk along the road, as you lie down, and as you get up. 8 You should tie them as a reminder on your forearm and fasten them as symbols on your forehead. 9 Inscribe them on the doorframes of your houses and gates.

Proverbs 1
1 The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:
2 To learn wisdom and moral instruction,
to discern wise counsel.
3 To receive moral instruction in skillful living,
with righteousness, justice, and equity.
4 To impart shrewdness to the morally naive,
a discerning plan to the young person.
5 (Let the wise also hear and gain instruction,
and let the discerning acquire guidance!)
6 To discern the meaning of a proverb and a parable,
the sayings of the wise and their riddles.
7 Fearing the Lord is the beginning of discernment,
but fools have despised wisdom and moral instruction.
8 Listen, my child, to the instruction from your father,
and do not forsake the teaching from your mother.
9 For they will be like an elegant garland on your head,
and like pendants around your neck.

Proverbs 22:6 (NET2)
6 Train a child in the way that he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it.

Ephesians 6:1-4 NET2
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment accompanied by a promise, namely, 3 “that it will go well with you and that you will live a long time on the earth.”
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but raise them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Matthew 28:19-20 NET2
18 Then Jesus came up and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

James 3:1 NET2
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, because you know that we will be judged more strictly. 

Matthew 23:10 NET2
10 Nor are you to be called ‘teacher,’ for you have one teacher, the Christ.
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