Geography

Video
 “Geographers Career Video.” CareerOneStop. Jan 3, 2018. https://youtu.be/RWZxnXzhet0

What is Geography?
· “Geography is the study of place, space, and the environment, and of people and others in relation to those. Geographers investigate the character of places, the distribution of phenomena across space, biophysical processes and features, and dynamic relationships between humans and environments. They ask questions about why these phenomena and relationships are the way they are and how they could be; about how societies and environments are connected to one another; how and why they change; and about how and why their characteristics vary across time and space at different scales. Geographers answer questions across scales from the local to the global, and in relation to the past, present, and future.
· Geography is fundamentally interdisciplinary and deeply integrative. It is one of the few disciplines that encompasses different ways of knowing, from the natural, physical, and social sciences to the humanities. Geographers are therefore uniquely equipped to understand and address critical problems facing the world. Geographers are motivated by issues such as social and environmental justice, and the efficient, equitable, and sustainable use of resources.
· Geographical thought develops knowledge and understanding from three complementary concepts – place, environment, and space.”

Australian Geographers Code of Conduct
2. DUTIES TO THE PUBLIC
· 2.1 members accept a responsibility to Australian and international law and shall take care to comply with all relevant legal requirements.
· 2.2 members accept a responsibility to society and shall endeavour to work in the best interests of the public.
· 2.3 members shall be sensitive to and respect the legitimate concerns of persons whose social, economic, cultural or political interests are the subject of investigation.
· 2.4 members accept a responsibility to protection of the environment and shall engage in no work that is contrary to wise or considerate environmental management.
3. DUTIES TO THE PROFESSION
· 3.1 members shall not undertake any work beyond their competence.
· 3.2 members shall protect the professional interests of their colleagues in an ethical manner.
· 3.3 members are expected to set high standards of quality and control for all work contracted, including employment of staff and acknowledgment of all sources of data and information which have not been assembled from personal observation.
· 3.4 members are expected to keep accurate records of contracts and accounts relating to all professional work completed.
4. DUTIES TO CLIENTS
· 4.1 members are obliged to negotiate a written statement of the task, anticipated costs and period of contract for all work for which a fee is to be received from a client.
· 4.2 members are obliged to respect the confidentiality and ownership of any agreement or information obtained under contract with a client.
· 4.3 members are obliged to maintain proper record of financial accounts with clients.
5. DUTIES TO EMPLOYEES
· 5.1 members are obliged to observe all conditions of equality of employment opportunity when engaging staff.
· 5.2 members are required to provide appropriate conditions of service, including workers’ compensation insurance and leave entitlements to all staff employed.

Capabilities of Geographers
· Know
· demonstrate a coherent geographical understanding of trends, processes, and impacts that shape Australian and other environments and/or societies at different spatial and temporal scales; and
· demonstrate an understanding of Geography as an academic discipline, including awareness of its concepts, history and principal sub-fields, whilst acknowledging the contested, provisional, and situated nature of geographical understanding.
· Think
· apply geographical thought creatively, critically, and appropriately to specific spaces, places and/or environments; and
· recognise, evaluate, and synthesise various views, arguments, and sources of knowledge pertinent to solving environmental and social problems.
· Investigate and problem solve
· resolve geographical questions by ethical means, applying evidence-based knowledge, and appropriate research techniques, including those associated with field work.
· Communicate
· communicate geographical perspectives and knowledge effectively to specialist and non-specialist audiences using appropriately selected written, oral and visual means.
· Self-direct and collaborate
· contribute effectively as a member or leader of diverse teams working in geographical or multidisciplinary contexts; and reflect on and direct their intellectual and professional development as geographers.

Geography Careers
· Climate change assessment and planning
· Climatology and meteorology
· Coastal, marine and hydrographic analysis
· Conservation, heritage and land management
· Environmental and social impact assessment
· Environmental monitoring and management
· Environmental science
· Geographic information systems (GIS)
· Geomorphology
· Mapping and cartography
· Natural resource management and agriculture
· Planning (including urban, regional, environmental, social and transport planning)
· Population analysis
· Real estate and land development
· Research
· Surveying and geomatics 
· Sustainability

Does the Bible have anything to say about this?
· Isaiah 40:22 ESV It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 
· Genesis 1:1 ESV  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
· Psalm 104:8 ESV The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place that you appointed for them. 

Geography and the Bible
1. Geography reminds us that God has always been at work in the physical world.
2. Geography helps us meet biblical characters as embodied humans—and take seriously our own embodiment.
3. Reading geographically helps us engage with the text’s setting in active ways.
4. Learning geography shows us the scope of God’s mission.
5. Geography shapes our view of the crucified and resurrected God.” (Kelsa Graybill, “Five Ways Biblical Geography Shapes Our View of God’s Mission.”)

Christians and Geography
· Cyndi Parker. Listen to the Land (Historical Geography). https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/institute/bs600-listen-to-the-land-historical-geography
· Frendo, Anthony J. Approaching Biblical Archaeology. United Kingdom: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2021.
· Hoffmeier, James. The Archaeology of the Bible. Oxford, England: Lion Hudson, 2019. 224 pages.
· Notley, R. Steven, and Anson F. Rainey. The Sacred Bridge: Carta’s Atlas of the Biblical World. Israel: Carta, 2006.

Does the Christian worldview make any difference?
1. Being in the image of God, humanity can think and reason.
2. Christianity provides an objective foundation for morality.

What about other worldviews?


Video
·  “Geography: What is it for?” Teaching and Learning in South Australia. Oct 14, 2013. https://youtu.be/sgGb8BM2TBk
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