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Sample Reflective Essay
[bookmark: _Hlk37683493]The following reflective essay discusses the extent to which a Christian worldview is relevant to my professional life, which is electrical engineering. This essay also clarifies how encountering the Christian worldview has altered my actual worldview. 	Comment by David Graieg: My apologies, but since I have used electrical engineering as an example, no one is allowed to write on this topic. Personally I think the relationship between the Christian worldview and electrical engineering is more abstract then things like education, business, or science – which I think is more applicable to most of you. (By the way, I used to work as an electrical engineer).

I would say my introduction is clear and concise but could use an illustration to be more engaging.
The Extent that the Christian Worldview
Is Relevant to Electrical Engineering
According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, engineering can be defined as “the application of science and mathematics by which the properties of matter and the sources of energy in nature are made useful to people” (Merriam-Webster, n.d.). Electrical engineering pertains to engineering that relates to electrical matters, that is, “energy resulting from charged particles” (Electrical, n.d.). Lucas (2014) states that “[e]lectrical engineers work on a wide range of components, devices and systems, from tiny microchips to huge power station generators.”	Comment by David Graieg: For APA referencing, see:
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples/book-references

My discipline actually uses Chicago but since Sheridan uses APA I have attempted to do this paper in APA.	Comment by David Graieg: In this paragraph I basically define my profession. 
In the following paragraph I basically detail some of the principles of that profession.
The organization Engineers Australia (What is Engineering?, n.d.) states that some of the skills needed to be a successful engineer include understanding “the scientific method,” having a “social, cultural and economic awareness,” being able to use “mathematics,” “biology, chemistry, physics and other areas of science,” being able to think creatively, and being able to work in a team. Their list was not intended to be an exhaustive list, and therefore I would add being able to think logically, understand economic considerations, work ethically, and be concerned for others and the environment.	Comment by David Graieg: It is acceptable to write using the first person (especially in a reflective essay), but in professional writing, one should generally try to keep this to a minimum.
One might ask whether the Christian worldview has any relevance to the electrical engineering profession? Firstly, it is admitted that there are both non-Christian and Christian electrical engineers. It is compatible to be an electrical engineer and either affirm or reject the Christian worldview (and it is not apparent that either group is being irrational in doing so). However, one may ask whether any particular worldview makes better sense of the goal and principles of electrical engineering. For instance, engineers often will have to make use of mathematics in order to do their jobs. Wigner (1960) has written on the unreasonable effectiveness of mathematics in the natural sciences. Naturalistic explanations of mathematics include that it is just “a happy coincidence” (Leng, 2010, 239). On the other hand, the theist can argue that “when God created the physical universe, He designed it on the mathematical structure He had in mind” (Craig, 2014, 15). As such, there is reason to think that mathematics (and hence, electrical engineering) fits better with a theistic worldview (including Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) than an atheistic one. 	Comment by David Graieg: Here and in the next two paragraphs, I attempt to explore the relationship between the Christian worldview and the selected profession. (Perhaps I should have stated that I think the Christian worldview provides the foundations for the principles and values on which engineering depends).
Similarly, for science (another skill used by engineers), Plantinga (2011) argued that science fits better with a theistic worldview than an atheistic one. Plantinga’s basic argument is that given naturalism, all life, including humans, has evolved through natural selection, with the fittest surviving. That being the case, human beings have no reason to think that their cognitive faculties are aimed at producing true beliefs but instead are only aimed at survival value. Consequently, given naturalism, there is no reason to suppose that one’s beliefs, including naturalism, are true. However, given Christian theism, God is a good and intelligent being. He has made the world orderly, and He has created humans in his image (be that through the process of evolution or otherwise).[footnoteRef:2] Consequently, humans have reason to think that their cognitive faculties are reliable and that the natural world can be comprehended, at least to a degree. Science, then—is the discipline that broadly seeks to gain knowledge of the natural world through “the intellectual and practical activity encompassing the systematic study of the structure and behaviour of the physical and natural world through observation and experiment” (Soanes & Stevenson, 2004)—science then better fits the Christian worldview than a naturalistic worldview.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  For more information, see Alexander, 2014; Barret & Caneday, 2013.]  [3:  Not to mention that it is generally conceded that science has Christian roots (cf. Peter, 1998; Peter, 2007). Further, Christianity makes sense of the presuppositions of science, including “[t]he existence of [the correspondence theory of] truth, the rational orderly nature of reality, and the adequacy of our sensory and cognitive faculties as tools suited for knowing the external world) make sense and are easy to justify given Christian theism, but are odd and without ultimate justification in a naturalistic world-view” (Reynolds & Moreland, 1999, kindle location 92).] 

Similarly, for why an engineer should care about ethical considerations, the moral argument[footnoteRef:4] argues that God’s nature provides an appropriate foundation for objective morality, whereas it is generally conceded that morality is subjective given atheism.[footnoteRef:5] This argument is another reason why Christian theism provides a better foundation for electrical engineering than an atheistic worldview. [4:  Craig formulates the moral argument as follows: “1) If God does not exist, objective moral values and duties do not exist. 2) Objective moral values and duties exist. 3) Therefore, God exists” (Craid, n.d.).]  [5:  For instance, atheist Dawkins (1995, 133) states, “[i]n a universe of blind physical forces and genetic replication, some people are going to get hurt, other people are going to get lucky, and you won’t find any rhyme or reason in it, nor any justice. The universe we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind, pitiless indifference. DNA neither knows nor cares. DNA just is, and we dance to its music.”] 

How Encountering the Christian Worldview
Has Altered My Worldview	Comment by David Graieg: If you not a Christian (which is fine), this section will likely look somewhat different from mine. But here is a sample nonetheless.
Having grown up in a Christian family does not make one a Christian. However, it does mean that my parents (who were Christians at the time I was born and to the degree that they could) brought me up according to the Christian worldview (although most of my friends and the culture around me were not Christian, so I had various influences). As I grew up, I also grew in my understanding of the Christian worldview and what it entails. I eventually came to accept the Christian worldview. However, even after this, I realized that some parts of my worldview were not consistent with the Christian worldview, and generally, when I realized this, I sought to change my view to align with a Christian view of the world. Specifically, this included things such as God’s standard for personal relationships.
As for the parts of my worldview related to electrical engineering and how these have changed from encountering the Christian worldview, I would include my understanding of mathematics. Formerly I perceived mathematics as what one might call a neutral discipline, but I have come to see that even mathematics has worldview implications (as briefly discussed above).[footnoteRef:6] [6:  For more on the relationship between Christianity and mathematics, see Bradley & Howell, 2001; Bradley & Howell, 2011.] 

Conclusion
2
2
This reflective essay has discussed how a Christian worldview is relevant to electrical engineering. I have argued that mathematics, science, and ethics are skills of electrical engineers, and these fit better in a Christian worldview than an atheistic one. This essay has also clarified how encountering the Christian worldview has altered my worldview by changing my understanding of the foundations and relevance of mathematics to the external world.
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