CS300 Christianity as a Worldview Review

Exam (worth 35%)
Time limit: 2 hours (closed book)
10 minutes of reading
(In no more than a page for each response)
Six of the following questions will be in the examination:

What is a Worldview?
· One’s view of the world.

Sire’s Definition of a Worldview
· “A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false) which we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being” (James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. (5th ed.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009, 20.)

Sire’s Questions
1. What is prime reality-the really real?
2. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us?
3. What is a human being?
4. What happens to a person at death?
5. Why is it possible to know anything at all? 
6. How do we know what is right and wrong?
7. What is the meaning of human history?
8. What personal, life-orienting core commitments are consistent with this worldview?
James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. (5th ed.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009, 22–23.

Some limitations of worldview analysis
· The tendency to make worldviews fit into a particular way of consistently analyzing all worldviews (i.e. why should the categories of origin, meaning, morality, and destiny be important to every worldview).
· In a sense, each worldview should be assessed by its own standards (and yet there does seem to be some sort of overarching criteria to judge them by, i.e. reason).

Evaluating worldviews
· Logical consistency, empirical adequacy, experiential relevance.
· Origins – where did I come from? 
· Meaning – Why am I here?
· Morality – what is right or wrong? 
· Destiny – Where are we going?

Narrative, rational, ritual
There is a narrative, a rational component, and a ritual component (practice).

How should a …
1. Dress?
2. Eat?
3. Watch movies?
4. Drink alcohol?
5. Govern a country (make laws and do politics)?
6. Care for the needy?
7. View religion?

What is the Christian Worldview?
· It is how Christians view the world.
· Sometimes this is called a Biblical worldview, that is a view of the world that is informed by the Bible.
· There is a narrative component (the Bible’s main storyline: Creation, fall, redemption, consummation), a rational component (the core points of one’s theology: the Trinity, the full deity and humanity of Christ, the spiritual lostness of the human race, the substitutionary atonement and bodily resurrection of Christ, salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, the physical return of Christ, the authority and inerrancy of Scripture), and a ritual component (practice: going to church, baptism, communion, loving God and others).

Sire’s Worldview Questions Applied to Christianity
Worldview Question 1: Prime reality is the infinite, personal God revealed in the Holy Scriptures. This God is triune, transcendent and immanent, omniscient, sovereign, and good.” Pg 28
Worldview Question 2: External reality is the cosmos God created ex nihilo to operate with a uniformity of cause and effect in an open system.” 31
Worldview Question 3: Human beings are created in the image of God and thus possess personality, self-transcendence, intelligence, morality, gregariousness and creativity.” Pg 32
Worldview Question 5: Human beings can know both the world around them and God himself because God has built into them the capacity to do so and because he takes an active role in communicating with them.” Pg 36
Worldview Question 3: Human beings were created good, but through the Fall the image of God became defaced, though not so ruined as not to be capable of restoration; through the work of Christ, God redeemed humanity and began the process of restoring people to goodness, though any given person may choose to reject that redemption.” 38–39.
Worldview Question 4: For each person death is either the gate to life with God and his people or the gate to eternal separation from the only thing that will ultimately fulfill human aspirations.” 41
Worldview Question 6: Ethics is transcendent and is based on the character of God as good (holy and loving).” Pg 42
Worldview Question 7: History is linear, a meaningful sequence of events leading to the fulfillment of God’s purposes for humanity.” Pg 43
Worldview Question 8: Christian theists live to seek first the kingdom of God, that is, to glorify God and enjoy him forever.” Pg 44.

The Case for and against the Christian Worldview
· Does God exist? Cosmological Argument, Teleological Argument, Moral Argument, the ontological arg. Objections: The problem of Evil, Pluralism
· Is Christianity True: Did Jesus Rise from the Dead? Is the Bible reliable? Objections from science, pluralism, gender and sexuality.


What is the Effect of Christianity?
Human rights.
Equality of women.
Greater protection of children.
Treatment and abolition of slavery.
Education: literacy, the first colleges.
Compassion: charities, hospitals.
Science.
Art, Music, Literature.
Contrary evidence

Scrivener Glen. 2022. The Air We Breathe 
“In this fascinating book, Glen Scrivener takes readers on a journey to discover how the teachings of Jesus not only turned the ancient world upside down, but continue to underpin the way we think of life, worth, and meaning. Far from being a relic from the past, the distinctive ideas of Christianity, such as freedom, kindness, progress and equality, are a crucial part of the air that we breathe. As author Glen Scrivener says in his introduction: “The extraordinary impact of Christianity is seen in the fact that we don’t notice it”.

Johnston. Unimaginable: What Our World Would Be Like Without Christianity, 2017.
The World Before Christianity: A world of suffering, fear, inequality, bondage (racism)
The world without Christianity: Dehumanizing humanity, the broken soul, the will to power, Hitler's Hell on earth.
The world with Christianity: end of racism and slavery, freedom for women


What is Naturalism?
“that reality is exhausted by nature, containing nothing “supernatural”, and that the scientific method should be used to investigate all areas of reality, including the “human spirit”.”  Papineau, David, "Naturalism", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2016 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2016/entries/naturalism/>.

Arguments for naturalism
1. The incoherence of God
2. The problem of evil
3. The sufficiency of the natural world
4. Methodological naturalism 

Arguments Against Naturalism
1. Arguments for God 
2. Arguments for any of the religions*

Sire’s Worldview Questions Applied to Naturalism
1 “Prime reality is matter. Matter exists eternally and is all there is” (p. 68).
2 The nature of external reality: “the cosmos exists as a uniformity of cause and effect in a closed system” (p. 70).
3 Human beings are evolved matter. “Complex ‘machines’; personality is an interrelation of chemical and physical properties we do not yet fully understand” (p. 71).
4 “Death is extinction of personality and individuality” (p. 74).
5 “Through our innate and autonomous human reason, including the methods of science, we can know the universe. The cosmos, including this world, is understood to be in its normal state” (p. 75).
6 “Ethics is related only to human beings” (p. 76).
7 “History is a linear stream of events linked by cause and effect but without an overarching purpose” (p. 80).
8 “Naturalism itself implies no particular core commitment on the part of any given naturalist. Rather core commitments are adopted unwittingly or chosen by individuals” (p. 84).

Worldview Questions: Naturalism
Origin: Big bang, matter is ultimately eternal 
Meaning: objectively none
Morality: objectively none
Destiny: heat death
Logical consistency (things like arguments for or against God’s existence), empirical adequacy (things like miracles and prayer), experiential relevance (practical meaning in life?).


Islam 
The Five Pillars
1. The Declaration of Faith
2. Prayers
3. Alms
4. Fasting
5. Pilgrimage
Key Beliefs
1. Monotheism
2. Angels
3. Holy Books
4. Prophets
5. Judgment 

Arguments For
1. Arguments for God’s existence.
2. The truth and beauty of the Prophet Muhammad's message.
3. The coherence of the Qu’ran’s understanding of reality.

Arguments Against
1. Arguments for Christianity
2. Argument for Atheism


Buddhism
The Four Noble Truths
1. Life is full of suffering (dukkha).
2. Suffering has a cause, namely as the result of attachment/desire.
3. Suffering can end when desire ends.
4. The way to end desire is to follow the Noble Eightfold Path.

The Noble Eightfold Path
Wisdom			1. Right views (pure faith)
2. Right aspiration (pure will)
Ethical Conduct Right 	3. speech (pure words)
4. Right conduct (pure actions)
5. Right livelihood (pure work for a living)
Mental Discipline		6. Right effort (pure attention)
7. Right mindfulness (pure memory)
8. Right contemplation (pure meditation)

Arguments for Buddhism
1. The truth or success of the four noble truths and the eight-fold path.
2. People who have had revelations/visions of his or her previous incarnation.

Arguments against Buddhism
1. Arguments for Theism or other religions
2. Are all desires/attachment bad


The Hindu Worldview
· Origin – the universe is a manifestation of Brahman, and with everything is ultimately an illusion. 
· Meaning – there isn’t objective meaning. Ultimately everything is arational.
· Morality – there isn’t objective morality. Ultimately everything is amoral.
· Destiny – ending one’s karma thereby breaking the cycle of samsara (reincarnation) and reaching moksha (liberation).
· Logical consistency – denies logic
· Empirical adequacy – does not account for the resurrection of Jesus, the truth of most of isn’t teaching cannot be verified this side of death (and then you won’t remember in the next life and you won’t be after the final life).
· Experiential relevance – is morality, rationality and reality an illusion?

Arguments for Hinduism
· Its hard to tell this side of death, it’s more of a faith kind of thing.
· People who have had revelations/visions of his or her previous incarnation.

Arguments against Hinduism
· Arguments for Theism or other religions
· Potential problems for Hinduism: a basis for morality, the beginning, is all an illusion?



A Definition of Culture
· Culture is "the more or less integrated system of ideas, feelings, and values and their associated patterns of behavior and products shared by a group of people who organize and regulate what they think, feel, and do.” Paul G. Hiebert, Anthropologic Insights for Missionaries (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1986, 30).

How we can relate to culture
Confront (you believe your behavior is the right behaviors)
Complain
Conform (adapt to fit)

H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture, 1951.
· Christ against Culture
· Christ of Culture
· Christ above culture
· Christ and Culture in Paradox
· Christ Transforming Culture


Postmodernism
· The viewpoint that comes after modernism.
· To simplify, if postmodernism is “incredulity toward meta-narratives,” modernism could be certainty of one’s meta-narrative, and then premodernism would be probability of meta-narratives. 

	 
	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Truth 
	Rationality

	PreMod
	First and probabilistic
	 
	Objective
	Subjective

	Modernism
	 
	First and certain of
	Objective
	Objective

	PostMod
	 
	First and skeptical of
	Subjective
	Subjective



A Definition 
Postmodernism can be described as: “a style of thought which is suspicious of classical notions of truth, reason, identity and objectivity, of the idea of universal progress or emancipation, of single frameworks, grand narratives or ultimate grounds of explanation. Against these Enlightenment norms, it sees the world as contingent, ungrounded, diverse, unstable, indeterminate, a set of disunified cultures or interpretations which breed a degree of scepticism about the objectivity of truth, history and norms, the givenness of natures and the coherence of identities.” Terry Eagleton, The Illusions of Postmodernism (West Sussex: Blackwell, 1996), vii.


Business – A definition
“an occupation, profession, or trade: His business is poultry farming.
the purchase and sale of goods in an attempt to make a profit.” https://www.dictionary.com/browse/business

Science
· The English word “science” comes from the Latin scientia meaning knowledge.
· The Oxford Dictionary provides a sample understanding of how the word science is used today, “the intellectual and practical activity encompassing the systematic study of the structure and behaviour of the physical and natural world through observation and experiment.”

Social Science
· “Social science, any discipline or branch of science that deals with human behaviour in its social and cultural aspects. The social sciences include cultural (or social) anthropology, sociology, social psychology, political science, and economics.” https://www.britannica.com/topic/social-science

Work
· Babylonian creation account, the Enuma Elish, humans made to do the hard work so the gods could rest.
· Dualistic worldviews such as Greek and Roman regarded the physical world as bad hence manual labor was for slaves.
· Westerns tend to find their identity and worth in their work.
· Christians tend to say people are to work because humans are made in the image of God and God worked/works. Work should be a form of worship. Work is fallen but it will be restored.


Ethical Theory
· Assuming ethics is objective/absolute, how does we know what is good? (what is primary in determining goodness)
· An agent acts to a certain end.
· What is most fundamental?
· The agent – virtue ethics
· The act – deontology
· The end - consequentialism 



Feminism

Definitions
· “Feminism, the belief in social, economic, and political equality of the sexes” www.britannica.com/topic/feminism
· “gender egalitarianism, sex equality, or sexual equality, condition of parity regardless of an individual’s gender” https://www.britannica.com/topic/gender-equality  

More Terms
· “ruled or controlled by men” https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/patriarchal
· “ruled or controlled by women or females” https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/matriarchal
· “suggesting that the members of one sex are less able, intelligent, etc. than the members of the other sex, or referring to that sex's bodies, behaviour, or feelings in a negative way” https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sexist

Feminist Waves (simplified)
· First (1800’s–1920’s): the right to vote
· Second (1960’s–70’s): issues around the sexual revolution and pregnancy (the pill, abortion, and the connection between womanhood and motherhood).
· Third (mid 1990’s): more emphasis on women of color. Raunch culture. Intersectionality. 
· Fourth (2012’s–): MeToo movement. Social media. Trans rights.
· “feminism is part of a larger consciousness of oppression along with racism, ageism, classism, abelism, and sexual orientation” (Martha Rampton. “Four Waves of Feminism.” Pacific magazine 2008. https://www.pacificu.edu/magazine/four-waves-feminism).


Consumerism

Definitions of Consumerism
· “the theory that an increasing consumption of goods is economically desirable” https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/consumerism
· “a modern movement for the protection of the consumer against useless, inferior, or dangerous products, misleading advertising, unfair pricing, etc.” https://www.dictionary.com/browse/consumerism
· ‘consumerism as having rather than being’ From Kerby Anderson June 14, 2009 https://probe.org/consumerism who credits: Richard John Neuhaus, Doing Well and Doing Good: The Challenge to the Christian Capitalist (New York: Doubleday, 1992), 52-53 [though I checked, and this source does not use those exact words].

Ethical consumerism
· “Ethical consumerism, form of political activism based on the premise that purchasers in markets consume not only goods but also, implicitly, the process used to produce them. … Successful campaigns waged by ethical consumer movements have popularized dolphin-free tuna, foods that are free of genetically modified organisms (GMOs), sweatshop-free clothing, fair-trade coffee, cosmetic products free from animal testing, and conflict-free diamonds.” (Kirchhoff, C.. "Ethical consumerism." Encyclopedia Britannica, May 17, 2016. https://www.britannica.com/topic/ethical-consumerism).
· https://www.red.org/products

Freedom of Speech
Definition: being allowed to express oneself within limits 

Basis of Freedom of Speech
To prevent the abuse of power by the government.
To enable government to be chosen by the people.
To protect human liberty.
To protect religious speech.
To protect the ability of individuals to think and decide issues for themselves.

An Argument for Free Speech
The statement “no one should be allowed to express themselves” is self–refuting. 
Hence the opposite follows – people should be able to express themselves in a way that does not stop others from being able to do likewise.

Restrictions on Speech
Defamation – false statements that harm the reputation of a person.
Incitement to riot – i.e., shouting fire in a public place.
Obscenity – speech which is offensive to accepted standards of decency or modesty.
Basically, anything that is harmful to oneself or society.

Restricted Places
Often there will be places in which freedom of speech in certain regards is increased or decreased. For instance in a church freedom of religious speech maybe unlimited, but maybe at a public fair religious proselytizing maybe be confined to booths.
A speaker's corner in which one must first register.
Ratings on movies.
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