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Sample Weekly Reading Review
The following reading review evaluates the main points of chapter 1: A World of Difference of Sire’s The Universe Next Door. In this chapter, Sire explains what a worldview is and why the concept matters. 
Sire defines a worldview as: “a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false) that we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being” (Sire, 2009, p. 20).
Sire lists eight basic questions that a worldview answers: “1. What is prime reality—the really real? 2. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us? 3. What is a human being? 4. What happens to a person at death? 5. Why is it possible to know anything at all? 6. How do we know what is right and wrong? 7. What is the meaning of human history? 8. What personal, life-orienting core commitments are consistent with this worldview?” (p. 22–23).	Comment by David Graieg: Thus far in this paper, as per the assignment question in the unit outline, I have reviewed the reading by “including the main point(s) of the reading.”
For the rest of the paper I answer the rest of the assignment question, namely “whether you think the author(s) is correct or otherwise, and why you think this is the case.”
Sire’s definition of the concept a worldview is similar to other authors on the subject, such as Hiebert (2008, Transforming Worldviews, 15), who states, “[a worldview represents] ‘the fundamental cognitive, affective, and evaluative presuppositions a group of people make about the nature of things, and which they use to order their lives.’ Worldviews are what people in a community take as given realities, the maps they have of reality that they use for living.” Hence, Sire seems correct in this chapter in his understanding of the concept of worldview.
Sire’s eight questions are a more comprehensive version of the five questions related to origin (where does the universe and humanity come from?), meaning (what is the meaning of life?), morality (what makes something right or wrong?), and destiny (what is the future for the universe and an individual human?) (n.d., Worldviews). So while it is harder to remember all of Sire’s eight worldview questions, the questions provide a useful tool to analyse the theoretical components of a worldview. One criticism of Sire’s worldview analysis could be that he does not give any attention to experiential or practical elements of a worldview, including matters like how someone from a particular worldview would dress, or what sort of food they would eat, or how cultural factors can impact one’s worldview.	Comment by David Graieg: This website isn’t the best as it does not state an author or the date of the article (but being a reading review, it is acceptable).	Comment by David Graieg: I recommend using a spell checker or a grammar checker such as https://www.grammarly.com/ or getting a fellow student to check your paper.
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Nevertheless, this chapter by Sire on what is a worldview is easy to read and accurate in its representation of the topic and provides a good introduction for anyone wanting to learn about how different individuals view the world. 	Comment by David Graieg [2]: I recommend using a spell checker or a grammar checker such as https://www.grammarly.com/ or getting a fellow student to check your paper.
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