Consumerism

Reading
· Broughton, G. “Chapter 10: I buy, therefore I am: Consumerism,” in Smart, S. (Ed.). (2016). A spectator’s guide to worldviews: Ten ways of understanding life. 3rd ed. Blue Bottle.

Definitions of Consumerism
· “the theory that an increasing consumption of goods is economically desirable” https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/consumerism
· “a modern movement for the protection of the consumer against useless, inferior, or dangerous products, misleading advertising, unfair pricing, etc.” https://www.dictionary.com/browse/consumerism
· ‘consumerism as having rather than being’ From Kerby Anderson June 14, 2009 https://probe.org/consumerism who credits: Richard John Neuhaus, Doing Well and Doing Good: The Challenge to the Christian Capitalist (New York: Doubleday, 1992), 52-53 [though I checked, and this source does not use those exact words].

Ethical consumerism
· “Ethical consumerism, form of political activism based on the premise that purchasers in markets consume not only goods but also, implicitly, the process used to produce them. … Successful campaigns waged by ethical consumer movements have popularized dolphin-free tuna, foods that are free of genetically modified organisms (GMOs), sweatshop-free clothing, fair-trade coffee, cosmetic products free from animal testing, and conflict-free diamonds.” (Kirchhoff, C.. "Ethical consumerism." Encyclopedia Britannica, May 17, 2016. https://www.britannica.com/topic/ethical-consumerism).
· https://www.red.org/products

The Bible on Consumerism
· Luke 12:15 ESV: And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
· 1 John 2:16 ESV: For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world.
· Luke 12:33-34 ESV (cf. Matthew 6:19–21; 1 Tim 6:17–19) Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
· 1 Tim 6:8 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. (ESV)
· Hebrews 13: 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” (ESV)
· Matthew 6: 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. (NIV)

Some other Points on Consumerism
· “Consumerism consumes” John Piper. How Concerned Should Christians Be with Consumerism? December 27, 2019 https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-concerned-should-christians-be-with-consumerism
· “As contingent beings we must consume resources to survive. The problem is not consuming to live, but rather living to consume.” Ed Stetzer. Consumerism and the Mission of God: A Closer Look. JULY 25, 2012. 
· https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2012/july/consumerism-and-mission-of-god-closer-look.html
· “A tragic aspect of consumerism is that there is never enough. There is always the desire for more because each purchase only satisfies for short while.” Kerby Anderson June 14, 2009 https://probe.org/consumerism 
· “Jealousy. Consumerism thrives in an atmosphere of comparison.” https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-consumerism.html
· “Earthly focus. The greatest evil of consumerism is that it pulls our focus from Christ and His kingdom to earthly, temporal things.” https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-consumerism.html

https://mccrindle.com.au/insights/blog/why-australians-are-caught-up-in-consumerism/
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Discussion from chapter 10 
1. What would be a good slogan to sum up the underlying beliefs of consumerism?
2. Do you agree that consumerism is in fact a problem?
3. What are the costs to society of rampant consumerism?
4. What might be some potential benefits of reducing consumption in your own life?
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Discussion Questions
· How could society enforce laws related to consumerism?
· What worldview motivations are there for or against consumerism?

Conclusion?
· Possible Exam question: B. Explain to what degree do you think that people should be consumers. (7 marks).
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