Pantheistic Monism
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Sire’s Worldview Questions Applied to Pantheistic Monism
·  “1, 2 and 3 [prime reality, the world and humans]: Atman is Brahman; that is, the soul of each and every human being is the Soul of the cosmos (ultimate reality).” (p. 149).
· “1, 2 and 3, continued: Some things are more one than others.” (p. 150).
· “1, 2 and 3: Many (if not all) roads lead to the One.” (p. 151).
· “1, 2 and 3: To realize one’s oneness with the cosmos is to pass beyond personality.” (p. 154).
· “5 [epistemology]: To realize one’s oneness with the cosmos is to pass beyond knowledge. The principle of noncontradiction does not apply where ultimate reality is concerned.” (p. 155).
· “1, 2, 3 and 6 [morality]: To realize one’s oneness with the cosmos is to pass beyond good and evil; the cosmos is perfect at every moment.” (p. 156)
· “4[death]: Death is the end of individual, personal existence, but it changes nothing essential in an individual’s nature.” (p. 158).
· “7[meaning of human history]: To realize one’s oneness with the One is to pass beyond time. Time is unreal. History is cyclical.” (p. 158).
· “8[commitments consistent]: Core commitments among individual Eastern pantheistic monists may vary widely, but one consistent commitment is, by the elimination of desire, to achieve salvation, that is, to realize one’s union with the One (Hinduism) or the Void, pure consciousness (Buddhism)” (p. 163).

Sire’s Questions
1. What is prime reality-the really real?
2. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us?
3. What is a human being?
4. What happens to a person at death?
5. Why is it possible to know anything at all? 
6. How do we know what is right and wrong?
7. What is the meaning of human history?
8. What personal, life-orienting core commitments are consistent with this worldview?
James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. (5th ed.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009, 22–23.

Worldview Questions: Pantheistic Monism
Origin: The One Is 
Meaning: objectively none
Morality: objectively none
Destiny: One with the One
Logical consistency: The one transcends logic.
Empirical adequacy: In some case the external world is said to be an illusion.
Experiential relevance: In some cases you are said not to really exist.

How should a Pantheistic Monism…
1. Dress?
2. Eat?
3. Watch movies?
4. Drink alcohol?
5. Govern a country (make laws and do politics)?
6. Care for the needy?
7. View religion?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Arguments for Pantheistic Monism
1. The incoherence of other systems
2. A sense of being one with the universe
3. Monks who remember their past reincarnations

Arguments against Pantheistic Monism
1. Arguments for Theism
2. Arguments for Atheism
3. Arguments for miracles
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