The Islamic Worldview
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Sire’s Worldview Questions Applied to Islam
1. “The fundamental reality of Islam is God (Allah), described as monotheistic, infinite, personal, transcendent, immanent, omniscient, sovereign and good. Of these attributes Islam emphasizes his oneness, transcendence and sovereignty. There has been debate as to what extent the Qur’an should be included in the category of fundamental reality.” (p. 246).
2. “God (Allah) created the universe ex nihilo, and all creatures are responsible to him. However, the world is a closed system insofar as nothing happens in the world outside of his divine decrees.” (p. 254).
1. 3:  “Human beings are the pinnacle of God’s creation. They have been given abilities of which other creatures, such as angels and jinn, are not capable. However, their high standing also brings with it the responsibility to live up to God’s standards.” (p. 257).
2. 4: “Death is a time of transition between this life and our eternal state, which will consist of either paradise or hell.” (p. 260).
3. 5: “Allah has endowed human beings with the capability of knowledge by means of reason and the senses. Thereby, they can also know God’s revelation. However, God’s sovereign decrees limit human knowledge.” (p. 262–263).
4. 6: “Right and wrong are based on the teachings of the Qur’an, as amplified by the Hadith and interpreted by the schools of law, the shari’a.” (p. 267)
5. 7: “Human history has significance in demonstrating the absolute sovereignty of God but, even more so, as the opportunity for people to demonstrate their submission to him.” (p. 269).
6. 8: “A devout Muslim is grateful to Allah for providing the opportunity to serve him and will strive to follow the divine instructions in even the smallest part of life.” (p. 271).

Sire’s Worldview Questions
1. What is prime reality-the really real?
2. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us?
3. What is a human being?
4. What happens to a person at death?
5. Why is it possible to know anything at all? 
6. How do we know what is right and wrong?
7. What is the meaning of human history?
8. What personal, life-orienting core commitments are consistent with this worldview?
James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. (5th ed.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009, 22–23.

Worldview Questions
· Origin: God created
· Meaning: To submit to Allah
· Morality: What Allah Commands
· Destiny: Paradise or hell determined by a judgement of works
· Logical consistency - Is the character of Allah coherent with perfect being theology, namely that God is all-good?
· Empirical adequacy - stands in opposition to Christian, Jewish, and Roman history with respect to the death of Jesus…
· Experiential relevance - i.e. the value of women?

How should a Muslim…
· Dress?
· Eat?
· Watch movies?
· Drink alcohol?
· Govern a country (make laws and do politics)?
· Care for the needy?
· View religion?

Arguments For
1. Arguments for God’s existence.
2. The truth and beauty of the Prophet Muhammad's message.
3. The coherence of the Qu’ran’s understanding of reality.

Arguments Against
1. Arguments for Christianity
2. Argument for Atheism

The Euthyphro Dilemma
A) Does God will something because it is good, 
B) or is something good because God wills it?
If A) then the good is independent of God and, in fact then, moral values are not based in God.
If B) then good is arbitrary, since God could have commanded say deception.


What is the Muslim Worldview?
It is how Muslims view the world.
There is a narrative component (the main storyline: creation, disobedience, the prophets, judgement), a rational component (the core points of one’s theology: Monotheism, Angels, Holy Books, Prophets, Judgment), and a ritual/practical component (the five pillars: The Declaration of Faith, Prayers, Alms, Fasting, Pilgrimage).

Introduction
· Islam means “submission” [to the will of Allah]. Muslim means “one who submits.” 
· There are about 1.74 billion Muslims in the world (23.2% of 7.5 billion) today with over 65 Islamic nations). 

	Country
	Population (million)
	Percentage Muslim

	Indonesia
	263
	87.2

	Pakistan
	208
	96.4

	Nigeria
	203
	51.6

	Bangladesh
	159
	89.1

	Egypt
	99
	90

	Iran
	83
	99.4

	Turkey
	81
	99.8

	Algeria
	42
	99

	Sudan
	43
	65–95*  

	Morocco
	34
	99

	Iraq
	40
	95–98

	Afghanistan
	35
	99.7

	Malaysia
	32
	61.3

	Uzbekistan
	30
	88

	Saudi Arabia
	33
	100

	Yemen
	29
	99.1



	Country
	Population
	% Muslim

	USA
	329
	0.9

	UK
	65
	4.4

	Australia
	23
	2.6

	Inida
	1297
	14.2

	China
	1385
	1.8

	Brazil
	209
	<1%


The World Factbook. Central Intelligence Agency. October 5, 2019. https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook

The Five Pillars
1. The Declaration of Faith
2. Prayers
3. Alms
4. Fasting
5. Pilgrimage

The Shahadah
· Shahadah means “to bear witness”
· “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah”
· la ilaha illa’ llah wa Muhammadun Rasulu Allah

Salat
· Five times a day: dawn, noon, afternoon, evening, night
· Compulsory for those over 10 years old. A man called a muezzin calls from a tower called a minaret will call for prayer five times a day: dawn, noon, afternoon, evening, night. This call for prayer is called the adhan. A ritual washing is required before prayer, no soap is required, and if there is no water, going through the motions is satisfactory. The prayer includes various postures, while facing Mecca.

Ritual prayers - Salaat
	Action
	Recite

	You must wash your hands and feet and be ceremonially clean. Face Mecca. Stand erect. All words must be said in Arabic. 
	Allahu Akbar
(Allah is Great)

	Men are to place their right hand over their left on their navels, while women are to place their hands on their chest.
	Subhaana ala humma wa bihamdika
(Glory to You, O Allah, and Yours is the praise)
wa tabaara kasmuka wa ta’aalaa jadduka
(And blessed is Your Name, and exalted is Your Majesty)
wa laa ilaaha ghairuk
(And there is no god to be worshipped but You)
A’uudhu billaahi minash shaitaan ar-Rajeem
(I seek refuge in Allah from Satan, the accursed)

	Recite the first surah of the Qur’an. You can recite other surahs if you wish.
	In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. The Beneficent, the Merciful. Master of the Day of Judgment. Thee do we serve and Thee do we beseech for help. Keep us on the right path. The path of those upon whom Thou hast bestowed favours. Not (the path) of those upon whom Thy wrath is brought
down, nor of those who go astray. (Shakir)

	Bend over from the waist with you back parallel to the ground and look at your feet.
	Allah is great.
Holy is my Lord, the Magnificent. (x3)

	Now stand straight.
	Allah listens to him who praises Him.
Our Lord, to You all praise is due.
Allah is great.

	In a kneeling position touch your forehead and nose on the ground.
	Glory to my Lord, the Most High. (x3)
Allah is great.

	Raise to a sitting position, still on your knees.
	Allah is great.

	Bow again with your face to the ground.
	Glory to my Lord, the Most High. (x3)
Allah is great.

	Raise to a sitting position, still on your 
knees.
	Allah is great.
Then recite the first surah (Fatiha) again.

	
	

	
	All greetings, blessings and good acts are from You, my Lord. Greetings to you, O Prophet, and the mercy and blessings of Allah.
Peace be unto us, and unto the righteous servants of Allah.
I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah.
And I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and messenger.

	As you rise to the standing position.
	Allah is great.
Then recite the first surah (Fatiha) again.

	Standing
	O Allah, bless our Muhammad and the people of Muhammad;
As you have blessed Abraham and the people of Abraham.
Surely you are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious.
O Allah, be gracious unto Muhammad and the people of Muhammad;
As you were gracious unto Abraham and the people of Abraham.
Surely you are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious.
Peace and blessings of God be upon you.

	To finish the event look over your right and left shoulder to the angels who records your good and bad deeds and say:
	The peace and blessings of God be upon you (i.e. the angels, Quran 50:16-18).

	A sermon may be preached on Friday.
	



Zakat
· The amount is voluntary (though in some Islamic countries it is a tax), though it usually one-fortieth (2.5%) of one’s capital.

Fasting
· Fasting during daylights hours in the month of Ramadan.

· During this month Muslims abstain from food, drink, smoking, and sexual relations during the daylight hours. It is believed that Muhammad received the initial revelation of the Qur’an during this month, while he was fasting. Exceptions are made for the sick, nursing mothers, travelers, old and insane. Penalty, kaffara for breaking it is a sixty-day fast or giving to charity sixty days’ worth. 
· Drink here refers to liquids of any kind. Alcoholic beverages are always forbidden to Muslims. 

Haji
· Pilgrimage to Mecca, is to be done at least one in a lifetime

· Before the journey starts, an individual seeks forgiveness from the people he (or she) knows preparing them to stand before God. If one is unable to go for health reasons, a representative may be sent. Financially, there must be enough money to pay for oneself and his (or her) family while he (or she) is away. Borrowing is not wise, since the pilgrimage is not valid until all debts are paid off. As the pilgrim approaches Mecca he (or she) recites the talbiyaI, “I am here, O my God, I am here! I am here, Thou art with any associate, I am here! Praise and blessing belong to Thee, and Power.” There are gates / checkpoints called miqats which non-Muslims are not permitted. As the pilgrim enters the scared mosque, they recite Surah 17:80-81, “Say: "O my Lord! Let my entry be by the Gate of Truth and Honour, and likewise my exit by the Gate of Truth and Honour; and grant me from Thy Presence an authority to aid (me)." And say: "Truth has (now) arrived, and Falsehood perished: for Falsehood is (by its nature) bound to perish."” (Yusuf Ali).

Key Beliefs
1. Monotheism
2. Angels
3. Holy Books
4. Prophets
5. Judgment 
Fate

Monotheism
· There is only one God (Surah 3:18). God is Unitarian. Tawhid expresses the oneness or unity of God. 
God does not beget, nor was He begotten (Surah 112:1-4). Allah has no partners (Surah 4:48).

Angels
· There is a hierarchy of Angels. The chief angel Gabriel gave revelations to Muhammad (Surah 2:97).
· Each human being is said to have two recording angels who list all the good and bad deeds (Surah 50:17), which will be brought forth at the coming judgment.

Holy Books
· There are four inspired books, the Torah of Moses, the Psalms of David, Zabur, the Gospel of Jesus, Injil, and the Qur’an. The Qur’an is the final message of Allah to mankind. Only the Qur’an has been preserved to the present day in an uncorrupted state.

Prophets
· There were allegedly 124,000 prophets through history such as Adam, Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Moses, David, Solomon, Jonah, John the Baptist, Jesus – all of which bought truth for their time.
· Muhammad is the greatest prophet for all time. All the prophets taught the same basic message – there is one God, submit to his laws, and do good works in view of the coming judgment.

Judgment
· Muslims believe there will be a future day of resurrection in which everyone will stand before Allah to be judged according to his or her deeds and either sent to paradise, a place of pleasure or hell, a place of torment.

Fate
· Muslims hold a very strong view of the sovereignty of God. Divine predestination, Al-Qadar, that Allah foreordains all things. God is totally in control.

Different Sects
· Sunnis (About 90%)
· Shi’ites (believe that Muhammad’s successor should a physical descendent of Muhammad).
· Sufi’s (mystical and experiential)

· Sunnis also tend to place more emphasis on the hadith (traditions related to Muhammad). 
· Another difference is that Sunnis believe in separation between the political and religious authorities, whereas Shi’ites combine them.

· Shiites follow the Imam (leader) and given him more authority. “In the ninth century, however,  the twelfth Imam occulated or became hidden, and the source of authority was passed on to the ulama (elders, religious scholars), who considered themselves collectively to be the general representatives of the hidden Imam. The Shiites await the return of the twelfth Imam, called the Mahdi.” (Halverson, Dean C., Ed. The Compact Guide to World Religions. Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1996. Page 105)

· “There are also several minor Muslim sects, including the Wahhabis (primarily in Saudi Arabia), the Druze (primarily in Lebanon, Syria and northern Israel), the Alawites (primarily in Syria), and the Ahmahiyas (primarily in Pakistan). Beyond the major and minor sects, Islam has also been a contributing factor in two religions: Sikhism and Baha’i.” Page 105 

Muhammad
· Born AD 570, in a polytheistic, animistic culture
· As an adult, Muhammad apprenticed as a camel-boy to a rich widow named Khadija (an Ebonite Christian), whom he later married.

Revelation
· In AD610 in a cave in Mount Hira, the angel Gabriel appeared and commanded him to “recite” in the name of God.

The Initial Spread of Islam
· In Mecca, Muhammad initially had few converts. His message of monotheism conflicted with the local idol worship. He faced persecution but had protection from his rich wife and uncle, both of whom died in 619. 
· The angel Gabriel reveal that the locals wanted to kill him, so along with his 150 followers they fled to Yathrib, 260 miles north of Mecca on Sep 25th, 622, this escape is known as the hijra “emigration”, marks the official beginning of Islam. Muhammad started a theocracy there, and in honour of the prophet the town’s name was changed to Medina – “city of the prophet.”

The Growth of Islam
· Having left behind most of their possessions they were poor. Surah 9:74 gave divine approval for their raiding caravans en route to Mecca. In 628 the Quraysh tribe made a treaty with Muhammad, stipulating peace for ten years, but two years later a Muslim was murdered, Muhammad attacked with 10,000 men. 
· Muhammad died in 632.

Allah
· Allah – Arabic for God. Probably derived from al illah which means “the god” or perhaps derived from the Syriac word Alaha (meaning "God") in common use among Christians and Arabs in pre-Islamic times. 
· Other titles Arabic Rabb ‘Lord’.

Trinity
· Surah 4:171 …do not say, "[God is] a trinity". Desist [from this assertion] for your own good. God is but One God… 
· Surah 5:116 (AND LO! God said: O Jesus, son of Mary! Didst thou say unto men, `Worship me and my mother as deities beside God'?” …

Qur’an
· Aya - A verse in the Qur’an.
· Surah - A chapter of the Qur’an.
· Quran means ‘the reciting’. There are 114 Sura’s arranged by length, the longer first. It is about four fifths the length of the New Testament.
· Collected a year after Muhammad’s death.

Qur’an
· The Chronology order of the surahs in the Qur’an according to the “Egyptian’s ordering”
· taken from Daniel Scot, A Summary of the Qur’an, p. 122ff
· Meccan 96, 68, 73, 74, 1, 111, 81, 87, 92, 89, 93, 94, 103, 100, 108, 102, 107, 109, 105, 113,
· 114, 112, 53, 80, 97, 91, 85, 95, 106, 101, 75, 104, 77, 50, 90, 86, 54, 38, 7, 72, 36, 25,
· 35, 19, 20, 56, 26, 27, 28, 17, 10, 11, 12, 15, 6, 37, 31, 34, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45,
· 46, 51, 88, 18, 16, 71, 14, 21, 23, 32, 52, 67, 69, 70, 78, 79, 82, 84, 30, 29, 83
· Medinian 2, 8, 3, 33, 60, 4, 99, 57, 47, 13, 55, 76, 65, 98, 59, 24, 22, 63, 58, 49, 66, 64, 61, 62,
· 48, 5, 9, 110

Hadith and Sunnah
· Muhammad’s teachings and deeds are called the Sunnah (path) and they are found in collections of the Hadith (traditions). The Hadith is complementary to the Quran and helps to explain the meaning of the Qu’ran and to present it in a more practical form.
· The Koran refers to three daily prayers (24:58 and 11:116), but the Sunnah (practices and customs) sets five.

Jesus
· Jesus was born of a virgin, Qur’an 3:45-47.
· He spoke from the cradle, Qur’an 19:29-35.
· He was not the son of God or divine, Qur’an 19:35.
· He performed miracles, Qur’an 3:49, 5:113ff.
· He did not die on the cross, Qur’an 4:157.
· He ascended to God and is now alive, Qur’an 4:157.
· He came to give guidance, Qur’an 2:135-6, 5:119ff, 43:63-64.
· Jesus foretold the coming of Muhammad, Qur’an 61:6.
· Jesus will come again, Qur’an 43:61.
· Jesus real name was Isa

Sin
· Wrong doing emerges not from a nature, but due to inherent feebleness and forgetfulness (Surah 4:28). Hence Allah gives constant reminders through the prophets.

Salvation
· The purpose of man, is not to know God and become more conformed to His character, rather is it to know Allah’s will and to obey it. In Islam salvation is found in complete surrender to Allah, hence it is by works- your submission.

Salvation (2)
· Salvation by more good works on the scales (Surah 23:102-103)
· Muslims also reason that Muhammad pleased Allah, so they so try and be like Muhammad, hence the traditions (Hadith) is important.
· There is no guarantee/assurance of salvation, except for dying in service to Allah.

Afterlife
· Paradise - Surah 2:25; 4:57; 37:40-47; 56:12-40; 57:21.
· Hell - Surah 3:91; 6:27; 8:50; 25:11-13; 56:41-44.

Cultural Values Compared
	 
	Islam
	Western
	Christian

	Time (Orientation)    
	Past (Traditions)
	Future
	Past, Present, Future

	Time  (Punctuality)
	Less important
	Very Important
	Important

	Honor
	Very Important  
	Helpful, Not Essential
	Important

	Status
	Inherited
	Earned
	Grace (both)

	Change
	Resisted
	Embraced
	Progress Valued

	Rights
	Group
	Individual
	Both

	Relationships
	People
	Event
	Both

	Sin
	External Mistake
	Internal Moral Failure
	Both

	Family
	Extended
	Immediate
	Both

	Elderly
	Respected and Leads
	Retired
	Wisdom Not Age Valued

	Discipline
	External
	Internal
	Both

	Blame
	Avoided (transferred)
	Accepts
	Accepts

	Confrontation
	Indirect
	Direct
	Appropriate

	Hospitality
	Very Important
	Unimportant
	Important
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