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Definition
· The viewpoint that comes after modernism.
· To simplify, if postmodernism is “incredulity toward meta-narratives,” modernism could be certainty of one’s meta-narrative, and then premodernism would be probability of meta-narratives. 
· Lyotard defined postmodern as “incredulity toward metanarratives.” Jean-François Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge, trans. Geoff Bennington and Brian Massumi (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1984), p. 24.
· Postmodernism can be described as: “a style of thought which is suspicious of classical notions of truth, reason, identity and objectivity, of the idea of universal progress or emancipation, of single frameworks, grand narratives or ultimate grounds of explanation. Against these Enlightenment norms, it sees the world as contingent, ungrounded, diverse, unstable, indeterminate, a set of disunified cultures or interpretations which breed a degree of scepticism about the objectivity of truth, history and norms, the givenness of natures and the coherence of identities.” Terry Eagleton, The Illusions of Postmodernism (West Sussex: Blackwell, 1996), vii.
· Postmodernism is “used to designate a loosely connected set of trends and perspectives in various cultural and academic fields that have in common only a perceived opposition to modernity. In philosophy, postmodernism is characterized by a suspicion of ‘metanarratives,’ an emphasis on the uncertain character of human knowing and a tendency to analyze various intellectual claims, including Enlightenment claims about the universal character of reason and science, in a suspicious way as a mask for oppression and domination.” C. Stephen Evans, Pocket Dictionary of Apologetics & Philosophy of Religion (Downers Grove: IVP, 2002), 94–95.

A Brief History of Western Cultures
· There are various ways one could categorize the main periods of western culture.
· A common way is to group them as pre-modernism, modernism, and postmodernism.

Pre-modern
A. Prior to the 16/17th century.
B. Most people were theists.
C. Truth was revealed through a divine being.
D. Respected authorities taught this message.
E. Constancy in life (i.e. sons took their father’s occupation), people generally lived in the same village most of their life.
F. Social structures provided security.

Modernism
A. About 18th to 19/20th centuries.
B. The renaissance, age of science, the industrial revolution. the age of discovery, European colonial expansion, urbanization, religious wars.
C. Anything one needed to know would be discovered by empirical science. 
D. Society’s rate of growth was fast, progress was real, there was a belief that resources were unlimited and such change would continue until everyone was educated and then everything will be right.
E. Humanity is viewed as more independent and individualistic.
F. René Descartes – I think therefore I am.

Post-Modernism
A. From the 20/21th century to the present.
B. World wars, globalization.
C. Interpretation is paradigmatic; life is hermeneutics, merely a matter of one’s perception. Postmodernists hold to deconstructionism, which declares that a text does not have meaning until it is interpreted by the reader.
D. Deconstructionism – take apart traditional meaning to expose power games (i.e. the idea of heaven is just trying to keep people acting a certain way in order to control others)… 
E. Postmodernists live by their feelings  and their tastes  – the individual defines his (or her) reality.
F. Communities are the locus of meaning (it is one’s cultural nurturing that shapes what is).
G. How does a postmodern community decide – not by discussing with reason; rather the strongest community wins.
H. Science is perceived to have both positives and negative aspects in light of the fact that humans are multi-sensory animals and there is an opportunity cost to resources. 
I. There is a realization that all organisms are connected in some manner.
J. Society is syncretistic with a high degree of cynicism, skepticism, existentialism and it is a materialistic age of media and cyber space.

A Comparison
	 
	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Truth 
	Rationality

	PreMod
	First and probabilistic
	 
	Objective
	Subjective

	Modernism
	 
	First and certain of
	Objective
	Objective

	PostMod
	 
	First and skeptical of
	Subjective
	Subjective



Pre-modernism
· Metaphysics first then epistemology.
· Truth was seen as objective, but rationality (or reason) as subjective (that is relative to one’s background assumptions). 

Modernism
· Both truth and rationality are viewed as being objective.
· Modernists start with epistemology and are certain of this, and then they formulate their metaphysics of which they are also certain. 

Postmodernism
· Start with epistemology of which they doubt, and then formulate their metaphysics, which is in turn uncertain.
· Both truth and rationality are considered relative.

World views as umpire calls
· Pre-Modern: it either was or was not a foul, and I try my best to figure out what it was. 
· Modern: An umpire who says I can always tell whether it is a foul and I always call it accordingly.
· Postmodern: there are no fouls until I call them. There is no outside standard. I call them based on what will best serve the game as my community of umpires has determined. 

A Contrast 
· Modernism: “follow the evidence where it leads” with the expectation that all rational individuals should follow the evidence and would reach the same conclusion.
· Premodern: one needs a framework to interpret that data and while there is no neutral ground, some foundations are to be preferred over others.
· Post-modern: there is no objective evidence to be followed in the first place, rather depending on one’s power he or she may go as his or her subjective taste pleases.

On Faith and Reason
· Premodern – faith seeking understanding
· Modern – understanding seeking faith (optimistic) 
· Post-modern – understanding seeking faith but are pessimistic about it. I can’t be done.

A pre-modern response to the resurrection of Jesus
· If not a Christian theist, he (or she) may not think that God would act in such a way or respect the authority of the Bible.
· A Christian should then share the case for the resurrection in the context of the complete Christian story, and build a case for the Christian God and scriptures.

A modern response to the resurrection of Jesus
· Would accept only scientific facts and would not like the idea of a miracle.
· Has low view of authority figures.

A postmodern response to Jesus’ resurrection
· Uncertain.
· Do they like the impression of it: what is the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection in the Bible’s story and in the history of the world?
· The pragmatic value?
· What is the Christian community like?

Sire’s Worldview Questions Applied to Postmodernism
1. “A Worldview Question About Worldview Questions: The first question postmodernism addresses is not what is there or how we know what is there but how language functions to construct meaning. In other words, there has been a shift in “first things” from being to knowing to constructing meaning.” p. 217.
2. “Worldview Question 5: The truth about the reality itself is forever hidden from us. All we can do is tell stories.” p. 222.
3. “Worldview Question 3: Stories give communities their cohesive character.” p. 225.
4. “Worldview Questions 5 and 6: All narratives mask a play for power. Any one narrative used as a metanarrative is oppressive.” p 225.
5.  “Worldview Question 3: There is no substantial self. Human beings make themselves who they are by the languages they construct about themselves.” p. 226.
6. “Worldview Question 6: Ethics, like knowledge, is a linguistic construct. Social good is whatever society takes it to be.” p. 228.
7. “Worldview Questions 7 and 8: Postmodernism is in flux, as is postmodernism’s take on the significance of human history, including its own history. This means that the core commitments of many postmodernists are in flux as well. Postmodernists, in short are committed to an endless stream of shifting “whatevers.” “ p. 229.

Sire’s Definition of a Worldview
· “A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false) which we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being” (James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. (5th ed.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009, 20.)

Sire’s Worldview Questions
1. What is prime reality-the really real?
2. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us?
3. What is a human being?
4. What happens to a person at death?
5. Why is it possible to know anything at all? 
6. How do we know what is right and wrong?
7. What is the meaning of human history?
8. What personal, life-orienting core commitments are consistent with this worldview?
James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. (5th ed.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009, 22–23.

How should a postmodernist…
· Dress?
· Eat?
· Watch movies?
· Drink alcohol?
· Govern a country (make laws and do politics)?
· Care for the needy?
· View religion?

Arguments for and against
1. For: The failure of modernism
2. For: The truth of relativism 
3. For: The success of deconstructionism
4. Against: if postmodernism is self-refuting (i.e. if postmodernism is itself a meta-narrative yet claims to reject all meta-narratives, or if pomo is itself a power play, while condemning power plays).
5. Against: if there is objective truth.

Traditionalism 
· A value sometimes held by pre-modernists.
· We should do it this way because that what was done in the past and has worked to bring us to where we are.

Scientism
· A value sometimes held by modernists.
· “science is the measure of all things, of what is that it is, and of what is not that it is not.”

Relativism
· A common value held by post-modernists.
· Relativism is the view that truth is subjective, that there is no absolute truth that is true for everyone, everywhere, and every time.

A Case for Relativism
1. Values vary across cultures.
2. Thus, there are no transcendent values.
· This commits the fallacy of equivocation, values in 1) means what is valued and values in 2) means what is valuable. 
· Even if 1) was correct all that follows is that not all the cultures can be correct.
· Practically speaking are moral relativists happy with your stealing their belongings.

· Argument: the only reason someone is a Christian is because they grew up in a Christian country but if he (or she) had grown up in China he (or she) would be a Buddhist.
· Response: Self-defeating for if beliefs just grow out of our culture conditioning then doesn’t the belief that “beliefs are culturally conditioned” is also culturally conditioned. 
· So the question is which values are best?

· Argument: Moral relativism suggests tolerance and tolerance is a good thing so relativism is more pragmatically valuable. 
· Even if it were the case that relativism promotes tolerance it could still be the case that objectivism also promotes tolerance. 
· The argument presupposes that we ought to value tolerance. This seems to lie on the assumption that tolerance is objectively valuable which would make it self-refuting to also value relativism.

Religious Pluralism
· A common value held by post-modernists.
· Religious Pluralism is the view that “all religious traditions are equally legitimate.”
· Like blind men touching an elephant.
· Inclusivism.
· Motivation: harmony.

Friedrich Nietzsche, The Gay Science [The Joyful Wisdom] (1887) para. 125; trans. Walter Kaufmann (New York, NY: Vintage, 1974), 181–82:
	Have you not heard of that madman who lit a lantern in the bright morning hours, ran to the market place, and cried incessantly: "I seek God! I seek God!" -- As many of those who did not believe in God were standing around just then, he provoked much laughter. Has he got lost? asked one. Did he lose his way like a child? asked another. Or is he hiding? Is he afraid of us? Has he gone on a voyage? emigrated? -- Thus they yelled and laughed.
	The madman jumped into their midst and pierced them with his eyes. "Whither is God?" he cried; "I will tell you. We have killed him -- you and I. All of us are his murderers. But how did we do this? How could we drink up the sea? Who gave us the sponge to wipe away the entire horizon? What were we doing when we unchained this earth from its sun? Whither is it moving now? Whither are we moving? Away from all suns? Are we not plunging continually? Backward, sideward, forward, in all directions? Is there still any up or down? Are we not straying, as through an infinite nothing? Do we not feel the breath of empty space? Has it not become colder? Is not night continually closing in on us? Do we not need to light lanterns in the morning? Do we hear nothing as yet of the noise of the gravediggers who are burying God? Do we smell nothing as yet of the divine decomposition? Gods, too, decompose. God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed him.
	"How shall we comfort ourselves, the murderers of all murderers? What was holiest and mightiest of all that the world has yet owned has bled to death under our knives: who will wipe this blood off us? What water is there for us to clean ourselves? What festivals of atonement, what sacred games shall we have to invent? Is not the greatness of this deed too great for us? Must we ourselves not become gods simply to appear worthy of it? There has never been a greater deed; and whoever is born after us -- for the sake of this deed he will belong to a higher history than all history hitherto."
	Here the madman fell silent and looked again at his listeners; and they, too, were silent and stared at him in astonishment. At last he threw his lantern on the ground, and it broke into pieces and went out. "I have come too early," he said then; "my time is not yet. This tremendous event is still on its way, still wandering; it has not yet reached the ears of men. Lightning and thunder require time; the light of the stars requires time; deeds, though done, still require time to be seen and heard. This deed is still more distant from them than most distant stars -- and yet they have done it themselves.
	It has been related further that on the same day the madman forced his way into several churches and there struck up his requiem aeternam deo. Led out and called to account, he is said always to have replied nothing but: "What after all are these churches now if they are not the tombs and sepulchers of God?"

Alfred Hitchcock’s film Rope (1948)
“Brandon and Philip are two young men who share a New York City apartment. They consider themselves intellectually superior to their friend David Kentley, and as a consequence, decide to murder him. Together they strangle David with a rope and placing the body in an old chest, they proceed to hold a small party. The guests include David's father, his fiancée Janet, and their old schoolteacher Rupert, from whom they mistakenly took their ideas. As Brandon becomes increasingly more daring, Rupert begins to suspect.” Col Needham. “Storyline [of Rope],” IMDB. https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0040746/


Some Defining Elements of the Present Generations
· Baby Boomers. Born between AD 1940 to 1960 (now 51+ years old). 
· Generation X. Born between AD 1961 to 1981 (now 30+ years old). 
· Generation Y. Born between about AD 1980 to 2000 (now 13+ years old). 

Born between AD 1940 to 1960 
· They do not have firsthand knowledge of the horrors of World War II.
· They are first generation to be raised by television.
· Defining moments included scenes from the Vietnam War, and the assassinations of John F Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr.).
· They are the first Rock n’ Roll music generation and witnessed Elvis’s death from drugs.

· There was a series of pivotal women’s movements during their crucial formative years.
· They observed the lies of Watergate and the fear of the cold war.
· Some of the famous individuals from this generation include Jerry Seinfeld, Oprah, Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, Madonna, Bono, Sting, Barack Obama, Hillary Rodham Clinton, George W. Bush, Michael Jackson, Michael Jordan, Jamie Dimon, and Angela Merkel,

Born between AD 1961 to 1981 
· Sex before marriage greatly increased in this generation. AIDS / HIV became a major health issue.
· An increased in disrespect for authority figures whether governmental or parents. 
· The world rapidly became globalized and urbanized. The third world developed (hence the dominance of countries like Russia and the United States was reduced).

· NASA had the Challenger explosion. The Chernobyl nuclear power disaster occurred.
· Nihilism increased (the view that the nothing matters and human existence is without objective meaning, purpose, comprehensibility, or essential value).
· Extraterrestrial interest increased.
· Computer Game consoles first came out including the Atari.

· Some of the defining movies include George Lucas’ Starwars films, Terminator, Fight Club, Batman, Indiana Jones, Jurassic Park, Ghost Busters, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, G.I. Joe, Charlie Brown and the Snoopy show.
· Some of the well-known music groups were the Backstreet Boys, Silver Chair, Kurt Cobain and Grunge Music like Nirvana. The Napster internet copyright fiasco. Professional wrestling started.
· Some of the famous individuals from this generation include Tom Cruise, George Clooney, Johnny Depp, Andre Agassi, Larry Page and Sergey Brin.

Born between about AD 1980 to 2000
· Belief in god and the supernatural is very low.
· This generation lives on the Internet (blogs, My Space, Facebook, Tweeter, Google, You Tube, and Wikipedia). Digital electronics and technology became mainstream such that everyone has a phone / text messaging, laptop, mp3 player/ iPod.

· Some of the defining moments include the 2001 September 11th attacks, the war on terror, the 1999 Columbine high School Massacre, 2002 Bali Bombings, 1997 Death of Princess Diana, 2001 Anthrax attacks, 2002 Beltway Sniper attacks, 2004 Tsunami and 2005 Hurricane Katrina and various earth quakes.
· Underage drinking, drug use, and raves all increased. Child obesity became more widespread. 

· Some of the popular movies included The Matrix, Lord of the Rings, American Beauty, Pulp Fiction, Kill Bill, and Harry Potter. Some of the popular television shows includes the Simpsons, Seinfeld, American Idol, South Park, Nickelodeon, Pokémon, Disney/ Pixar, Transformers in which the media integrated more bad language and adult materials. 

· The generation is known for either being apathetic (that is indifferent reasoning that there is so much wrong with this complex world, what could we do), or being concerned with social issues thinking they can and must fix the world. Some of the main music styles included Hip Hop, Britney Spears (especially her style of dress). Some of the famous individuals from this generation include Mark Zuckerberg, and Michael Phelps.


Secularism
· The term “secular” means “worldly.”
· Westerns consider religion to be a private matter and is to be kept separate from one’s public life, be that your job, school or politics. 

Materialism
· The accumulation of possesses and experiences. 
· Focusing only on the material/physical stuff of this world.

Moderatism
· Everything should be in moderation.
· No extremists.


Scooby doo
· The original Scooby-doo was modernist. The ghosts were not real there was an explanation behind them. Now Scooby-doo has real ghosts, even if that leads to unexplained inconsistencies – a post modernist perspective.
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