Naturalism

Reading
Sire, J. W. (2009). “Chapter 4 The Silence of Finite Space: Naturalism.” In The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. (5th ed.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 66–93.

What is Naturalism?
[bookmark: _GoBack]“that reality is exhausted by nature, containing nothing “supernatural”, and that the scientific method should be used to investigate all areas of reality, including the “human spirit”.”  Papineau, David, "Naturalism", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2016 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2016/entries/naturalism/>.

Sire’s Worldview Questions Applied to Naturalism
1. “Prime reality is matter. Matter exists eternally and is all there is” (p. 68).
2. The nature of external reality: “the cosmos exists as a uniformity of cause and effect in a closed system” (p. 70).
3. Human beings are evolved matter. “Complex ‘machines’; personality is an interrelation of chemical and physical properties we do not yet fully understand” (p. 71).
4. “Death is extinction of personality and individuality” (p. 74).
5. “Through our innate and autonomous human reason, including the methods of science, we can know the universe. The cosmos, including this world, is understood to be in its normal state” (p. 75).
6. “Ethics is related only to human beings” (p. 76).
7. “History is a linear stream of events linked by cause and effect but without an overarching purpose” (p. 80).
8. “Naturalism itself implies no particular core commitment on the part of any given naturalist. Rather core commitments are adopted unwittingly or chosen by individuals” (p. 84).

Sire’s Definition
· “A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false) which we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being” (James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. (5th ed.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009, 20.)

Sire’s Questions
1. What is prime reality-the really real?
2. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us?
3. What is a human being?
4. What happens to a person at death?
5. Why is it possible to know anything at all? 
6. How do we know what is right and wrong?
7. What is the meaning of human history?
8. What personal, life-orienting core commitments are consistent with this worldview?
James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. (5th ed.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009, 22–23.

Worldview Questions: Naturalism
· Origin: Big bang, matter is ultimately eternal
· Meaning: objectively none
· Morality: objectively none
· Destiny: heat death
Logical consistency (things like arguments for or against God’s existence), empirical adequacy (things like miracles and prayer), experiential relevance (practical meaning in life?).

How should a naturalist…
1. (consider survival of the fittest, i.e. a peacock)
2. Eat?
3. Watch movies?
4. Drink alcohol?
5. Govern a country (make laws and do politics)?
6. Care for the needy?
7. View religion?

Arguments for naturalism
1. The incoherence of God
2. The problem of evil
3. The sufficiency of the natural world
4. Methodological naturalism 

The Coherence of Omnipotence?
· Can God make a rock too heavy for himself to lift? 
· If he can then there will now be something he cannot do, namely lift this too heavy rock. 
· If he can’t then there is something he cannot do, namely make a too heavy rock.

A Definition of Omnipotence
· Descartes is one of the few people to endorse universal possiblism – that God can do absolutely anything.
· But there are things God cannot do: 2 Tim 2:11-13 “God cannot deny Himself” meaning he cannot do anything contrary to his nature.

A Better Definition of Omnipotence
· God lacks nothing by way of power.
· So God not being able to sin, suggests that sinning is not a power but lacking the power to restrain oneself from sinning (hence there is no power to sin).
· Example: a man shooting another man. Is this a sin? What if the shooter is a police officer and the one shot is a criminal. What if it was the other way around?

· Or the ability to bring about any state of affairs which is logically possible for any one in that situation to bring about.

The Probabilistic Problem of Evil
1. God exists (and is all-powerful and all-loving).
2. Evil exists. 
3. The probability that God exists given evil is low.
See: Trakakis, N. N., ed. The Problem of Evil: Eight Views in Dialogue. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018.

Plantinga’s Evolutionary Argument against Naturalism
· Given naturalism, all life including humans have evolved by way of natural selection with the fittest surviving. As such human beings have no reason to think that their cognitive faculties are aimed at producing true beliefs but rather are only aimed at survival value. Consequently, given naturalism, there is no reason to suppose that one’s beliefs including naturalism is true. Hence, naturalism is a self-defeating view. 
See: “The Evolutionary Argument Against Naturalism.” Center for Philosophy of Religion, Feb 15, 2018. https://youtu.be/qap_FyQxILM

Is There Meaning to Life?
· Subjectively, objectively?
Video: “Is There Meaning to Life?” DrCraigVideos, Feb 16, 2018. https://youtu.be/NKGnXgH_CzE

Richard Dawkins, River out  of Eden (London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1995), 133.
· “The total amount of suffering per year in the natural world is beyond all decent contemplation. During the minute that it takes me to compose this sentence, thousands of animals are being eaten alive, many others are running for their lives, whimpering with fear, others are slowly being devoured from within by rasping parasites, thousands of all kinds are dying of starvation, thirst, and disease. It must be so. If there ever is a time of plenty, this very fact will automatically lead to an increase in the population until the natural state of starvation and misery is restored. In a universe of electrons and selfish genes, blind physical forces and genetic replication, some people are going to get hurt, other people are going to get lucky, and you won't find any rhyme or reason in it, nor any justice. The universe that we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil, no good, nothing but pitiless indifference. DNA neither cares nor knows. DNA just is. And we dance to its music.”

Arguments Against Naturalism
1. Arguments for God 
2. Arguments for any of the religions*

The Teleological Argument
1. The fine-tuning of the universe is due to either physical necessity, chance, or design.
2. It is not due to physical necessity or chance.
3. Therefore, it is due to design.
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/finetuning

Moral Argument
1. If God does not exist, objective moral values do not exist.
2. Objective moral values exist.
3. Therefore God exists
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/moral

Plantinga’s Ontological Argument
1. It is possible that a maximally great being exists.
2. If it is possible that a maximally great being exists, then a maximally great being exists in some possible world.
3. If a maximally great being exists in some possible world, then it exists in every possible world.
4. If a maximally great being exists in every possible world, then it exists in the actual world.
5. If a maximally great being exists in the actual world, then a maximally great being exists.
6. Therefore, a maximally great being exists.
https://www.reasonablefaith.org/ontological/

The Euthyphro Dilemma
A. Does God will something because it is good, 
B. or is something good because God wills it?
· If A) then the good is independent of God and, in fact then, moral values are not based in God.
· If B) then good is arbitrary, since God could have commanded say deception.
· C) God wills something because he is good.
(http://www.reasonablefaith.org/the-euthyphro-dilemma-once-again)

Secular Humanism

· “Secular humanism is a comprehensive, non-religious lifestance incorporating: A naturalistic philosophy, A cosmic outlook rooted in science, A consequentialist ethical system.” https://secularhumanism.org/what-is-secular-humanism/

“‘What makes something right or wrong?’ Narrated by Stephen Fry - That's Humanism!”  Humanists UK. Mar 17, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tpL1K8ZqrU&list=UUFHH0VMmsXEUzBzbClMkb0g

https://secularhumanism.org/a-secular-humanist-declaration/
A SECULAR HUMANIST DECLARATION
1. Free Inquiry
2. Separation Of Church And State
3. The Ideal Of Freedom
4. Ethics Based On Critical Intelligence
5. Moral Education
6. Religious Skepticism
7. Reason
8. Science And Technology
9. Evolution
10. Education

Paul Kurtz, Affirmations of Humanism: A Statement of Principles. https://secularhumanism.org/what-is-secular-humanism/affirmations-of-humanism/
1. We are committed to the application of reason and science to the understanding of the universe and to the solving of human problems.
2. We deplore efforts to denigrate human intelligence, to seek to explain the world in supernatural terms, and to look outside nature for salvation.
3. We believe that scientific discovery and technology can contribute to the betterment of human life.
4. We believe in an open and pluralistic society and that democracy is the best guarantee of protecting human rights from authoritarian elites and repressive majorities.
5. We are committed to the principle of the separation of church and state.
6. We cultivate the arts of negotiation and compromise as a means of resolving differences and achieving mutual understanding.
7. We are concerned with securing justice and fairness in society and with eliminating discrimination and intolerance.
8. We believe in supporting the disadvantaged and the handicapped so that they will be able to help themselves.
9. We attempt to transcend divisive parochial loyalties based on race, religion, gender, nationality, creed, class, sexual orientation, or ethnicity, and strive to work together for the common good of humanity.
10. We want to protect and enhance the earth, to preserve it for future generations, and to avoid inflicting needless suffering on other species.
11. We believe in enjoying life here and now and in developing our creative talents to their fullest.
12. We believe in the cultivation of moral excellence.
13. We respect the right to privacy. Mature adults should be allowed to fulfill their aspirations, to express their sexual preferences, to exercise reproductive freedom, to have access to comprehensive and informed health-care, and to die with dignity.
14. We believe in the common moral decencies: altruism, integrity, honesty, truthfulness, responsibility. Humanist ethics is amenable to critical, rational guidance. There are normative standards that we discover together. Moral principles are tested by their consequences.
15. We are deeply concerned with the moral education of our children. We want to nourish reason and compassion.
16. We are engaged by the arts no less than by the sciences.
17. We are citizens of the universe and are excited by discoveries still to be made in the cosmos.
18. We are skeptical of untested claims to knowledge, and we are open to novel ideas and seek new departures in our thinking.
19. We affirm humanism as a realistic alternative to theologies of despair and ideologies of violence and as a source of rich personal significance and genuine satisfaction in the service to others.
20. We believe in optimism rather than pessimism, hope rather than despair, learning in the place of dogma, truth instead of ignorance, joy rather than guilt or sin, tolerance in the place of fear, love instead of hatred, compassion over selfishness, beauty instead of ugliness, and reason rather than blind faith or irrationality.
21. We believe in the fullest realization of the best and noblest that we are capable of as human beings.

Marxism

“A Brief Introduction to Marxism.” The Curious Classroom. Aug 2, 2013. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0GFSUu5UzA

Definition of Atheism
· The belief that “there is no God.”
· Not “one who lacks belief in God.”

1
