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[bookmark: _GoBack]This unit provides a brief overview of the history of Judaism, from the pre-Mosaic period to Modern Judaism. It examines what is often considered normative Judaism, founded upon the Tenach (also called the Tanakh, or Old Testament in the Christian tradition), as well as later developments under Hellenic, Roman, Babylonian, Arabic, Medieval European, and Modern influences. This unit outlines the ways in which Judaism has been adapted to a wide variety of socio, cultural, political, economic, and religious influences and has undergone reform accordingly, while often maintaining essential core elements to provide meaning and continuation for Jews both in the Palestinian and Diasporic contexts. The history of Judaism is in many ways a reflection of the nomadic path Jews have been forced to tread wherever they have settled. As this unit will examine – from the Exodus in Egypt to exile in Babylon; from the expulsion of Jews under Roman occupation to expulsions from Spain in the 1480s; and from pogroms continuing up to the modern period to the catastrophe of the Holocaust – Jews have constantly resettled, only to be forced on to somewhere else. At the same time, they have maintained their distinct cultural and religious identity. Their adaptability to adapt has, in part, assured their survival and the retention of this identity. 

From a Judaic and variously Christian religious perspective, the story of the Jews and their faith is testament to God’s divine plan to redeem his people, despite the many trials they have endured. We see in the Tenach a manifestation of God through the written word, detailing His creation of the world; choosing Abraham as the first patriarch of Judaism and the father of all Jews; His protection and guidance for Israel during the Exodus from Egypt; His guidance under the prophets and a divinely-appointed monarchy; His comfort concerning an end to exile in Babylon and restoration of the Temple; and His continual promises of future deliverance and lasting peace through the prophets. The hope which this message of divine appointment has evoked in Jews all over the world has given them strength and endurance in the face of persecution throughout history. 
This interpretation, however, has been called into question by Jewish and Gentile sceptics alike, since at least the 16th century AD, and particularly with developments in Judaism in post-Enlightenment Europe. Some sceptics, have, for example, seen the hardships faced by Jews throughout history as socio-political in nature, rather than precedents of messianic salvation. Likewise, there are Jews who have, even before the modern period, rejected the Biblical account of events concerning the history of the world and the people of Israel. This unit will therefore take into account both religious Jewish perspectives concerning the history of Judaism and the various lines of thinking along which these perspectives have developed and somewhat conflicting secular accounts which have largely developed since the modern period.

